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Worship for Fleet URC & Beacon Hill URC 

 Sunday 6th June 2021 

    

   'The Holy Spirit Aflame as Church' 

with Holy Communion            

Led by Karen Smith 

Opening music: We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing 

Welcome & Gathering Prayer  

O God, who is here — in this place, now — in our midst;  

Empower us to praise You, not with words and actions which come 

from outside of us, but from within us;  

Dwell in us more fully that we may sing to You with all our being; 

Fill us with a sense of Your joy, that we might delight in Your 

worship;  

Focus us upon Your self-giving Love, which is above every love we 

have ever known, the source of all. 

As we take time to quietly prepare for worship, O God, who is here 

— in this place — in our midst; 

Make Your love real here and now. Amen 

 

 

 

Call to worship 

The Suffering Servant 

becomes the healing source. 

The stone rejected 

becomes hope’s cornerstone. 

The Crucified One 

is raised to new life. 

The God of healing, hope and life is in our midst: 

Let us celebrate and worship our good God! 
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/04/call-to-worship-prayer- 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

You are the source and sustainer of our lives, who brings dawning 

light and joy. 

Wherever and whoever we are, you guard us and rescue us, 

surrounding us with your love. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

We thank you for your constant kindness, your unfailing love, we 

hear and are glad. 

We thank you for the joy, the hope and the life you have given to 

us in him. 

Living God, we praise you for the presence of your church, 

inspiring and sustaining people everywhere. 

 

Forgive us, God, when we fail to hear you all our names & we rely 

on our own strength. 

Forgive us when we fail to devote ourselves to your teaching, the 

breaking of bread, and daily prayers. 

Gracious God, forgive us and help us 

 

Forgive us, God, when we fail to notice your signs and wonders. 

Forgive us when we dwell on our differences instead of celebrating 

what we have in common. 

Forgive our inability to see your awesomeness all around. 

Gracious God, forgive us and help us 

 



2 
 

Forgive us, God, when we neglect the wisdom which comes from 

meeting together. 

Forgive us when we fail to respond to the needs around us. 

Gracious God, forgive us and help us. 

 

Eternal God, we know that you will never fail us. 

Grant us forgiveness and makes us true servants of your love. 

Use us to share your good news, and to build up the fellowship of 

your church everywhere. Amen 
URC Prayer Handbook 2020 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,       read by Kathy le Fanu 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen 

  

Reading: Acts 2: 42 – 47 read by Alan Tyler 

 

The fellowship of the believers 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was 

filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 

apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 

who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 

favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn: All are welcome  
sung by the Newcastle Cathedral Virtual Choir 

 

Let us build a house 

where love can dwell 

And all can safely live, 

A place where 

saints and children tell 

How hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

Rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions; 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

All are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

And words are strong and true, 

Where all God's children dare to seek 

To dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

And a symbol of God's grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

All are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house that needs no walls - 

that bridges time and space; 

where the lonely and the suff’ring ones 

know a virtual embrace. 

Where despite our social distance 

we may share God’s healing grace – 

held in prayer by all who love and miss them: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
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Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

Reading: Acts 4: 1 – 12 read by Alan Tyler 

 

Peter and John before the Sanhedrin 

4 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the 

Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking 

to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles 

were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of 

the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was 

evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who 

heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed 

grew to about five thousand. 
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law 

met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were 

Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s 

family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began 

to question them: ‘By what power or what name did you do this?’ 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and 

elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for 

an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being 

asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people 

of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands 

before you healed. 11 Jesus is 

‘“the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.”  

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.’ 

 

This is the Word of the Lord        Thanks be to God  

    

Reflection:   

 

         'The Holy Spirit aflame as Church' 

 

Acts picks up where Luke’s Gospel concludes and tells the story of 

how the early Christian church grew from a band of Jewish 

disciples huddled in an upper room to a world-changing movement 

that transcended ethnic and national boundaries. Every page of the 

book of Acts features the dynamic power of the Holy Spirit, from 

the opening chapters about the amazing outpouring of the Spirit on 

the Day of Pentecost to the mighty Spirit-led ministries of the first 

apostles, including Peter & John, whose facing out of the 

Sanhedrin we heard about just now; Stephen, Philip, and – most 

notably – Paul. It is a dramatic and exciting read! 

 

The book of Acts tells us the story of the first 30 years of the 

history of the New Testament Church as it spreads from Jerusalem 

all the way to Rome in the heart of the Empire. It’s the beginning of 

the fulfilment of the Great Commission, found in Acts 1:8 which is 

essentially a road map for the entire book: “But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.”  

 

Acts has been called the fifth Gospel because it tells the story of 

the Apostles carrying on the ministry of Jesus and shows how the 

church grew like wildfire. What made their ministry so successful? 

How did the kingdom of God grow through them? 

They relied on the risen Christ being present to them and speaking 

to them in the person of the Holy Spirit. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
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Continually, throughout the book of Acts we see the Apostles 

waiting for, listening to, being led by, and depending on the power 

of the risen Christ, invisible to them, but present with them through 

the Holy Spirit. Over 50 times we read examples of the Apostles 

relying not on their own intelligence, abilities, or energies, but on 

the Spirit. They acted “through the Holy Spirit” and “by the Spirit.” 

 

Being led by the Spirit of Christ affected the way the Apostles met 

together, not only for their worship services, but also for making 

decisions and discussing problems. As part of what today we might 

call “business” meetings they worshiped, fasted, meditated on 

Scripture, prayed, quietly listened to God, shared their hearts, 

prayed for one another and were compelled by the Spirit to speak 

and act.  

 

Acts shows us that the triune God will be successful in drawing his 

people to himself. God’s kingdom will advance and grow despite 

opposition. We continue to see God’s plan of redemption unfold. 

His saving purposes for the world, promised long ago to Abraham, 

find their fulfilment as the gospel of Jesus Christ goes to the 

nations. The church didn’t give therapeutic, inspirational 

messages on how to have the best life now. They constantly and 

boldly preached Christ and the need for repentance and faith.  

 

The Holy Spirit is the gift of salvation that not only enables the 

fellowship of the church and peace with God but is the guarantee 

that the church’s mission will be successful. Acts shows us that the 

grace of God truly has appeared to all people without distinction. 

 

This, too, is our story. We are some of those people to whom the 

Word has been told ‘at the ends of the earth’. The contents of this 

book sets the tone for what we too should expect if we take up 

Jesus’s commission today as individuals and as church. In the 

opening verses, we are given an insight into how Jesus readied 

and prepared his disciples for the task ahead of them. Jesus taught 

his disciples how to listen to his still, small voice, communicated 

through thoughts and impressions given by the Holy Spirit. It’s 

worth reading that again and taking what it points to for us as 21st 

century church.  

 

As we return to our individual church in person services, planning 

& writing all sorts of formal documents, following guidelines and 

protocols modern society demands of us, the Book of Acts reminds 

us that these are only a means to fulfil our primary and most 

important mission: to carry on the ministry of Jesus and enable the 

church to grow. We are given an example that spurred their growth 

in our first reading today: ‘They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

to prayer.’ 

 

These are not ’bolt on’ activities but the most fundamental acts of 

following Christ from which all else follows because they are about 

Jesus, his time on earth and how he showed us how to love and 

care in this world, through prayer, fellowship and becoming 

conversant with his teachings. They are expected of us. Jesus is 

the cornerstone from which everything else we do in and as church 

flows. We must remember to make room to listen to his still, small 

voice amongst the noise of opening our doors once again. 

 

In the coming weeks, we will hear more about the actions of those 

who took Jesus’s teaching into a hostile world. Perhaps we too will 

find hints and ideas as to how each and all of us can realise that 

Great Commission we are charged to enact & share them in our 

discussions & fellowship – may the risen Christ be present to us 

and thereby others may see and respond to the Holy Spirit, aflame 

in us – his Church. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Sometimes, Lord,  

we see praying for people as a duty, not a joy. 

Then we read your word,  

and see how you prayed to the Father,  

not only for us but for those we reach through your word. 

And that gives new life to our prayers… 

https://eccelmira.org/articles/does-your-church-assume-the-gospel/
https://eccelmira.org/articles/does-your-church-assume-the-gospel/
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Lord, we thank you this morning 

that we are here as your family. 

We thank you for the connection we feel 

with each other, and with you. 

We pray for any who feel on the outside, 

that we will welcome them in. 

Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of praying for others. 

We pray for people who don’t know you, 

or perhaps once did, 

but have lost their sense of your reality, lost their way… 

We pray for people who have experienced life events 

that have separated them from you; 

for those who have had relationship breakdowns, 

for those who have lost loved ones to death, 

leaving emptiness, or bitterness, or uncertainty. 

We name in our hearts those for whom we have concerns. In a 

time of silence we commend them to your love and care. 

Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of praying for others. 

We thank you for the times when others have prayed for us. 

We think of people who feel they cannot pray, 

that they will have people to pray for them; 

of people who don’t think they have time to pray, 

that they may understand how vital prayer is. 

Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of praying for others. Amen 

Music in preparation for Communion: I am the bread 

 

Communion   

Invitation: 

We come to the Lord’s supper together 

as children of our one God. 

Jesus makes the guest list, not us. 

Our family, chosen by God, 

is gathered from west and east, 

and includes everyone, 

even the lowest and the least. 

Jesus, when he was resurrected from the dead, 

revealed himself to his disciples 

in the breaking of bread around a table. 

May we see the face of God today as we come to the Lord’s 

Supper. 

 

Thanksgiving: 

We praise and thank you, Eternal One, 

Love that will not be contained. 

For you created the earth: 

its grandeur, its detail, its delicate balance. 

And you created us, women and men, 

to tend and protect and delight in it. 

 

And when we forgot our beginnings, 

neglected our purpose and lost our way, 

you sent prophets to call us back 

and laws to illumine our path 

and finally came yourself 

to show us how to live 

and to demonstrate the magnitude 

of your love for us. 

 

Love that will not be contained. 

Love that will not give up on us. 

Love that will journey into the darkest places, 

even the grave, to find us. 

 

Like those first disciples of the church we have heard about from 

the Book of Acts today, we too meet together in our homes in 

fellowship and prayer. Let us, as they did, break bread in our 

homes and eat together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 

God, as we remember the institution of this meal: 

 

The Story: 

On the night he was handed over, 

the night before he was crucified, 
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Jesus gathered with his friends for a meal. 

He took the bread, and after blessing it, 

he broke it, saying, 

“This is my body, which is broken for you. 

As often as you eat it, remember me.”           

 

Jesus, as we take this bread, 

let it be a sign of all you did for us, 

and who you are for us. 

Thank you for this bread of life.           

 

After sharing the bread, 

Jesus took a cup of wine, and gave it to them to drink, saying, 

“This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for 

many.”  

 

Let’s pray:  Jesus, as we drink this cup, 

let it be a sign for us of all you did for us, 

and who you are for us. 

Thank you that you bring us peace that passes understanding.   

 
Prayer after communion:      Please pray with me… 
Thank you for the grace that makes space for us at your table. 
Thank you for the familiar and beloved faces on our screens. 
Thank you for the closeness we experience through technology, 
and through sharing this meal together. 
May we continue our lives having been nourished and 
strengthened, filled with your uncontainable love that spills over to 
bless the world.     Amen. 
https://worshipwords.co.uk/lockdown-liturgy-for-communion-cara-heafey-uk (adapted) 
 

Hymn: Lord, your church on earth is seeking  
Sung by Ruth Everingham 

Lord, your church on earth is seeking 

power and wisdom from above: 

teach us all the art of speaking 

with the accent of your love. 

We would heed your great commission 

sending us to every place- 

'Preach, baptize, fulfil my mission; 

serve with love and share my grace' 

 

Freedom give to those in bondage, 

lift the burdens caused by sin; 

give new hope, new strength and courage, 

grant release from fears within. 

Light for darkness; joy for sorrow; 

love for hatred, peace for strife. 

These and countless blessings follow 

as the Spirit gives new life. 

 

In the streets of every city 

where the bruised and lonely live, 

let us show the Saviour's pity 

let us of his mercy tell. 

In all lands and with all races 

let us serve, and seek to bring 

all the world to render praises 

Christ, to you, Redeemer, King. 
Hugh Sherlock and Michael Saward © Methodist Publishing House and Michael Saward / 

Jubilate R&S 579 
 

Blessing  

 

Lord, together this morning  

we have been blessed and strengthened in our connection,  

not only with each other but also with you.  

Send us out now in your name, and in your power,  

to continue to live lives that are pleasing to you.  

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, scatter the darkness of our 

hearts and minds and may the blessing of God, the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you, and be with you always. 

Amen 

 

Closing music:  Holy Spirit ever dwelling 

https://worshipwords.co.uk/lockdown-liturgy-for-communion-cara-heafey-uk
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Responses led by Kathy Le Fanu  

Opening music from https://www.smallchurchmusic.com/Snippet/S-WeGatherTogether-

Kremser-PipeLC-48-CAM.mp3  

Closing music from https://www.smallchurchmusic.com/Snippet/S-HolySpiritEverDwelling-Exile-

PipeLC-48-CAM.mp3  

Hymns: All are Welcome (Let us Build a House) - Google Drive Newcastle Virtual Choir 

Lord your church on earth is seeking.wmv - OneDrive (live.com) Ruth & Joy Everingham 

Hymns reproduced & streamed under CCLI 6025 & CCLI 21997 respectively 

Church Copyright and Music Reproduction Licence – CCLI 6025 expires 31/01/22 

Streaming Plus Licence - CCLI 1306113 expires 31/01/22 

Church Video Licence – CCLI 1981402 expires on 31/01/2022 

PPL Church Licence - CCLI 1807672 expires on 31/01/2022 

CLA Church Licence - CCLI 1353384 expires on 31/01/2022 

PRS for Music Church Licence - CCLI 641994 expires on 31/01/2022 

CCLI SongSelect Premium membership – expires on 31/01/2022 

PRS Limited Online Music Licence - OLE 00000025529 expires 17/04/22 

MCPS Limited Manufacture Licence – LM-0069526 expires 01/04/22 
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