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      Worship for Fleet URC & Beacon Hill URC 

        Sunday 27th June 2021  

                      

    'The Holy Spirit aflame as Church'   

   Plan B: Sing hymns and worship God 

Led by Karen Smith 

Opening music:  Lord of the boundless curve 

Welcome & Gathering Prayer        

Into your presence we come, 

God of Grace and Peace, 

who was, and is and ever shall be the eternal One. 

Into fellowship we come, 

bound together in the love 

that died and rose again for us, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Call to worship 

A word of encouragement came from prophet to people;         

Live a life that is full – build, plant, eat, love, multiply-- 

Pray for your communities 

Keep God in the centre of all that is. 

We enter into worship today with hope in our hearts 

For something happens here 

that reminds us that we can live as God desires 

God has made a promise of faithfulness to us 

and we can trust the promise. 
~ written by Henrietta Stith Andrews, and posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship 

Ways website. http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/year-c/p/pentecost-ordinary-time-

23.html 

 

Hymn: Thy Hand O God has guided 
Sung by the Newcastle Cathedral Virtual Choir 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 

thy flock, from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written, 

full clear, on every page; 

our forebears owned thy goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

to greatest, as to least; 

they bade all rise, and hasten 

to share the great King’s feast; 

and this was all their teaching, 

in every deed and word, 

to all alike proclaiming 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

Through many a day of darkness, 

through many a scene of strife, 

the faithful few fought bravely 

to guard the nation’s life. 

Their gospel of redemption, 

sin pardoned, souls restored, 

was all in this enfolded, 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/year-c/p/pentecost-ordinary-time-23.html
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/year-c/p/pentecost-ordinary-time-23.html
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And we, shall we be faithless? 

Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 

Shall we evade the conflict, 

and cast away our crown? 

Not so: in God’s deep counsels 

some better thing is stored; 

we will maintain, unflinching, 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 

nor leave thy work undone; 

with thy right hand to help us, 

the victory shall be won; 

and then, in earth and heaven, 

thy name shall be adored, 

and this shall be our anthem, 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

Prayers Of Thanksgiving & Confession 

God, our Liberator, by your word we are set free. You see all the 
chains which shackle us today; 
Worries about money, concerns about health, the sorrow of broken 
relationships, fear of crime & mistrust of ‘the other’. 
Lord, release us. 
 
God, our Liberator, by your word we are set free. 
From the injustice of poverty, exploitation of the vulnerable, the 
devastation of war. 
The misuse of knowledge and fears for the future of our plundered 
earth, 
Lord, release us. 
 
God who loves and frees us, 
There is much today that holds us in chains. 
Help us not to be overwhelmed, nor give way to despair. 

By your word, release us to a life of hope lived in all its fulness 
And inspire us to be messengers of Good News to a world in need 
of your liberating Word. Amen 
 
O Lord, 
forgive us when we fail to respond to your call with faith. 
Through your Spirit 
we stand in the assurance of your acceptance. 
Forgive us when we are shackled 
by our narrow understandings of discipleship 
and our clouded sense of purpose. 
Through your Spirit 
we are drawn into the illumination of your empowering love. 
Forgive us when we are frightened of the future 
or pull back from the demand of your calling. 
Forgive us when we fail to sense your presence in our past, 
to acknowledge your grace in the present moment, 
and to trust you for our future. 
Through your Spirit we offer ourselves in discipleship. 
We stand together as your disciples. 
We seek renewed and renewing faith. 
Touch us now with your Spirit, Lord. 
Touch us now with your Spirit. 
 
~ from Prayers and Readings for Worship, Volume 2, Peter Judd, ed. (Herald Publishing 
House, 1996, ISBN 9780830907199), 22. Posted on the Community of 
Christ website. http://www.cofchrist.org/worship12-13/13-05-12.asp 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven,          read by Maureen Coney 
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil:  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

http://www.cofchrist.org/worship12-13/13-05-12.asp
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Reading: Acts 16: 25 – 34 read by Alice Knight 

 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns 

to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 

them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors 

flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke 

up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had 

escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all 

here!”  

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before 

Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, 

what must I do to be saved?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord 

Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then 

they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his 

house.  

33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their 

wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized.  

34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before 

them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in 

God—he and his whole household.  

 

This is the Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God 

 

Reflection: 

 

When I was in my late teens/ early twenties, I spent quite a lot of 

time in police cells or in Winchester prison. (Made you look!) I 

suppose these days it would be called an internship, as I was 

studying law at the University of Southampton and worked in the 

vacation with a solicitor’s firm to help me decide which aspect of 

the legal profession most interested me. So as a naïve 

undergraduate I was sent to take statements, accompany a 

solicitor to pre – court interviews & parole hearings. It was 

definitely a side of life I had never seen before. Entering a prison 

as a visitor is pretty intimidating and it was certainly enough to 

persuade me I didn’t want to pursue criminal law when I graduated! 

 

Of the many folks we hear about who end up in prison in the Bible, 

the apostle Paul probably spends the most time there & Anna 

spoke of this a little last week. It’s not surprising that Paul ends up 

in jail so frequently. He’s a Jewish man, preaching about this 

person Jesus Christ, and wherever he goes, he’s sharing a 

message that is in stark contrast to those who hear him. Many of 

his fellow Jewish leaders don’t appreciate his understanding of 

Judaism and how he speaks about Jesus as someone who both 

fulfils and transcends the law, and the Gentiles - the non-Jews to 

whom Paul preached most often don’t understand or appreciate his 

Jewish identity or why because of Jesus they should become a 

part of this new faith. Everywhere, people find Paul’s words or 

practices upsetting, and so everywhere, he’s getting into trouble 

with the authorities in town, sometimes beaten, sometimes being 

called on to defend himself, sometimes ending up in prison.  

 

This time he’s in Philippi, imprisoned for healing a girl with an 

‘unclean spirit’ whose words have annoyed Paul for days. Her 

owners are pretty fed up & it ends up with Paul & Silas being 

flogged & put in prison. I can attest to the fact that prisons are not 

the nicest of places these days, and in biblical times they were not 

nice places at all. It was merely a holding place for those awaiting 

trial, and sometimes release, but often another punishment, or 

execution. They were dark, overcrowded, smelly and the inner 

cells, which Acts is careful to explain to us is where Paul and Silas 

are held, would usually be unlit. Chains to bind prisoners were 

heavy, iron chains, which were going to be particularly painful to 

Paul & Silas who had just been beaten and flogged.  

 

Luke tells us that "at midnight Paul and Silas were praying 

[worshiping] and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them". The word "listening" used here means "to listen 

with pleasure like a recitation or music." It was a new experience 
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for the prisoners and a wonderful testimony of Christian 

trustfulness and thankfulness.  

 

Choosing to sing in the face of pain was right for Paul and Silas at 

that moment: it was their Plan B. But it may not be right for other 

people in a different context. Sometimes sobbing is the right 

response to a situation or laughter or even anger. What we see in 

this story is a sensitivity to God’s leading which gave them the 

freedom to respond in an unexpected way. And the drama 

continues with an earthquake. 

 

Accustomed as we are to prison breaks in Acts, this time the 

account differs. Rather than escape after the earthquake, Paul and 

Silas stayed right in their cell and somehow persuaded the rest of 

the prisoners to do so as well. The choice to stay was quite 

extraordinary. Instinct must have been to run, from imprisonment 

and the fear that came with the tremors. But God’s intent on this 

occasion was not so much the escape of Paul & Silas and those 

finding solace in their singing and prayers, but as we heard, the 

spiritual deliverance of the jailer and his family. 

 

In our lives we are faced with many choices, most of them small 

ones. Much of the time we just respond rather than make 

conscious decisions, and that can be a good.  

 

Paul and Silas made their choice & it helped further their and the 

jailer’s relationship with God. Hopefully, we each feel we have a 

relationship with God & no doubt we would all describe it in 

different ways. But the one thing we have in common is that if 

we nurture our relationship with God, then our responses to 

change and seeking a way forward can start to grow out of that 

relationship.  

 

Our two churches have had choices over the last 15 months; a way 

forward grew from wanting to continue to nurture our relationship 

with God and we chose our own Plan B – to worship God together 

through the facilities available to us and to let God guide our 

responses. I remember being sat at the bottom of what looked like 

an enormously high & steep -  learning curve & praying fervently 

that we could get a handle on all that technological stuff that looked 

to overwhelm us! And look what we have managed to do! 

 

As we come to the end of this period of sharing, I hope you feel 

that we have truly praised God through the worship we’ve 

experienced together, through the hard work of so many in the 

background to get a service together each week, who had to gain 

new skills, to look swan like whilst paddling furiously under the 

surface each week; those who have read and led the responses, 

feeling they were in an unknown and uncomfortable situation but 

still ensuring we have spoken and sung out in faith as a community 

of worship and praise. It too has been a testimony to Christian 

trustfulness and thankfulness. 

 

Learning to let God guide our responses is a life-time’s work with 

the Holy Spirit but the closer we come to God the more we can 

relax and be confident in our responses. We have chosen to not let 

the pandemic and the ensuing situation define us but have claimed 

freedom in Christ through our work and worship together.    

 

Paul and Silas were free to serve God with their whole hearts and 

their whole lives. The Book of Acts is a reference point for us all to 

that. We too are free. We’re free to joyfully follow in the footsteps of 

Jesus. We’re free to do God’s will, follow God’s way, embrace 

God’s love, love our neighbours, and hear the cries of the needy. 

We’re free in a way that gives life - true, abundant life In Christ 

Jesus. As we enter yet another stage in our church lives, 

worshiping separately but still Christians living their faith, knowing 

each other a little better, let’s go forward prayerfully with Christian 

trustfulness and thankfulness for what we have and what we know 

we can do. Amen.  

 

Reading: Jeremiah 29: 11 – 14a read by Hugh Le Fanu 

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans 

to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
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future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 

will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek 

me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the 

LORD…… 

 

Reflection: 

 

These powerful words came up recently in our monthly Prayer 

time. When we become impatient, as we will; as we become 

concerned about the future of our church, as we will; when we 

can’t see a way through as we would like it to be, as we will, I leave 

Jeremiah’s words with you to come back to and hopefully re-orient 

our thinking. These words tell us to hope in God's good future, 

nothing as small as a neat little pattern of life that we would 

prefer.  And while we wait, what do we do?  Jeremiah told the 

Hebrews, and he tells us:  get on with life and pray to the Lord. 

This really is God's plan for me, and you, all of us. Get on with life 

and be reminded there is always hope, beyond the horizon. God 

has plans, big plans, to be revealed in his time, not ours. 

 

Let us pray.  Almighty and gracious God, we are grateful that you 

do have a plan for us, for all of us, for your church, for the world. 

Help us to live into that, to trust that, even we see that it extends 

beyond what we can see.  In Jesus' name.  Amen. 

 

A hymn:  Beyond these walls of worship 
By Ian Worsfold & Paul Wood Recorded by Joy & Ruth Everingham 

 

Prayers of Intercession         

 

Healing Father, giver of wholeness,  

as we move once again out of a life of restriction and into the glory 

of your world, 

we give thanks for places and people of healing,  

for individuals in communities, churches, hospitals, and care 

homes. 

We pray for your healing to be present 

in the lives of all who hurt and grieve and in the midst of a broken 

world. 

 

As we move towards being able to worship you again in our 

communities, 

Let us not forget those churches that remain closed and the 

congregations 

that may never worship together again. 

 

We ask that we too will receive the touch of your presence in our 

lives so that we can pass it to others who have not yet seen your 

glory and majesty. 

 

Help us to open ourselves to You as our lives gradually open up,  

and give us hope enough to trust in Your resurrection promises. 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross,  

on which the Prince of glory died,  

My richest gain I count but loss,  

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

God be merciful to me, a sinner. Amen 
Ann Barton, local leader at Whittlesford URC in the Eastern Synod 

 

Hymn:  To God be the Glory 

 

To God be the glory, great things he has done: 

so loved he the world that he gave us his son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he has done. 
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O, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God. 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  

Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he has done. 

 

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.  

Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he has done. 

Closing Prayer 

Gracious and loving God, we get scared and nervous about the 
future. But we know that the future is in Your hands. Be with us as 
we go through the coming days. Help us to make good decisions 
and be with us each step of the way. We know that your plans are 
for good. Thank you for giving us hope toward the future. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sunshine be warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields 
and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.  Amen 

 

Closing Music:   One more step along the world I go 

Responses led by Maureen Coney 

Opening music from  STF 111 - Lord of the boundless curve part of Singing The Faith; 

Contributed by Paul Wood & Ian Worsfold | The Worship Cloud 

Closing music from STF 476 - One More Step Along The World part of Singing The Faith; 

Contributed by Paul Wood & Ian Worsfold | The Worship Cloud 

Hymns: Thy Hand O God has Guided - Google Drive by permission  

Beyond these walls of worship.mp4 - OneDrive (live.com) by permission 

https://vimeo.com/emw/download/427435590/e6a037ce98 by permission 
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