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      Worship for Fleet URC & Beacon Hill URC 

        Sunday 30th May 2021  

                

    Trinity Sunday 

      Led by Reverend Stephen Thornton 

Opening music: Being of beings 

Welcome & Gathering Prayer  by Margaret Armes 

May the love of the Father, the tenderness of the Son and the 

presence of the Spirit gladden our hearts as we meet for 

worship, and bring peace to our souls today and all days. 

Amen 

 

Call to worship 

 

Today is Trinity Sunday when we celebrate our glorious God; 

God’s nature, and all that God does for us and makes possible 

for our world. Indeed, a great day of celebration. 

 

Hymn:  Holy, holy, holy 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
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Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity 

R&S 34  Reginald Heber  

 

Opening Prayers & the Lord’s Prayer  

 
Glorious God, you are far greater than we can ever imagine; 
your deeds are most amazing, and the possibilities you give to 
us blow our minds. Therefore, as we worship, help us to 
understand you anew, so that we can faithfully serve you in the 
days that are to be, and commend you to our families, our 
communities and our world.  
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And we pray that you will take our devotion and use it to heal 
broken lives, rescue our nation and save our world. 
 
This prayer we bring in Jesus’ name, and with all the friends of 
Jesus, in heaven and on earth we pray together: 
 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven,          read by Carol Rayner 
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil:  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Reading:  Isaiah 40: 18 – 26 read by Hugh Le Fanu 

 

18 To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare 

with him? 19 An idol? —A workman casts it, and a goldsmith 

overlays it with gold, and casts for it silver chains. 20 As a gift 

one chooses mulberry wood —wood that will not rot— then 

seeks out a skilled artisan to set up an image that will not 

topple.  

21 Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been 

told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from 

the foundations of the earth?  

22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the 
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heavens like a curtain and spreads them like a tent to live 

in; 23 who brings princes to naught and makes the rulers of the 

earth as nothing.  

24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their 

stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and 

they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.  

25 To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? 

says the Holy One.  

26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He 

who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all 

by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not 

one is missing.  

 

This is the Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God 

 

Reading: Matthew 28: 16 – 20  read by Kathy Le Fanu 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 

which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said 

to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God 
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Reflection: 

 

Our faith has always been a missionary religion, not to keep to 

ourselves, but to spread in all the earth. Why is this so? Not 

least because Jesus tells us to go into all the world, and 

baptise people everywhere, and because we believe that the 

only way for people to have life in all its fullness is to live the 

life of discipleship with Jesus, and the only way to heal broken 

communities and a broken world is for people to follow the 

teaching of Jesus. How can they do that if nobody tells them 

about it? 

And the doctrine of the trinity is a great help to us when we 

have the opportunity to share the good news, because it gives 

us a structure on which to build our message. 

What do we know about the one true God? First, that God is 

the great creator, who made and makes all things, and loves 

deeply all that God has made. God loves all nature, and all 

peoples with an undying love. It is not that God made all things 

and then left creation to get on with it alone, but rather that 

God creates each new day, each person, and all nature and is 

continually with creation recreating it in all its glory. This being 

so, the world is not ours to do with what we like, nor can we 

decide how to treat people. The world and people belong to 

God, and only as we work in God’s ways can creation flourish 

as God intends. Here is the basis for all the calls for us to treat 

nature and all people well, because if we don’t, there will be 

disastrous consequences. 

Then second, we celebrate Jesus who teaches us the nature 

of God, and the way we must live together in the world. His 

teaching is very different from the views held before he came, 
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and very different from many of the views held today. We have 

his teaching in the Gospels, and as Christians we must forever 

be measuring our lives with that teaching – how are we living in 

the way he describes? That’s one of the main reasons we 

come to worship each Sunday, to do that measuring; to ask 

forgiveness for our mistakes and begin anew to follow in his 

ways. We must never imagine that we know it all and live his 

life. It must always be under scrutiny. 

And the heart of that teaching!  To love all creation and all 

people as God loves, and to work tirelessly and selflessly for 

justice, peace and the integrity of creation. How are we doing? 

And as we emerge from lockdown, it is a good time for us as 

individuals to have a close look at ourselves in the light of 

Christ and see what needs changing, and for us as churches to 

look at our life together, discard what is not working, and go on 

new adventures. 

But is that all we know about God? No, because as Christians 

we celebrate the Holy Spirit, the power of God let loose in the 

world to call us, comfort us, inspire us, help us, lead us, guide 

us. We are not alone in the great task ahead, but the Spirit is 

with us to enable us to be the best that we can be. 

Looking back at all the youth groups in the churches where I 

have served, I notice that those young people who have had 

the most fulfilling life, are those who have given themselves to 

Christian discipleship, and been enabled to do more than they 

could ever have imagined by the power of the Spirit. 

Well, there it is. What do we know about God? The great 

creator, ever creating; Jesus the one who teaches us how to 

live in fellowship with God and all people; and the Holy Spirit, 

God’s power enabling us to live a full and exciting life. 
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Thanks be to God. 

 

Read together :    Father, we adore you, 

Carol Rayner        Lay our lives before you: 

                             How we love you! 

                             Jesus, we adore you, 

                             Lay our lives before you: 

                             How we love you! 

                             Spirit, we adore you, 

                             Lay our lives before you, 

                             How we love you! 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern 

 

Loving God, as we worship, we come with our prayer of 

thanksgiving for all that you are to us. We thank you that you 

are making us; that you save us in Jesus, and that you give to 

us the Holy Spirit to enable us to be the best that we can be. 

 

Forgive us we pray, for all the times we let you down in our 

thinking, in our speaking and in our doing. You promise to all 

who are truly sorry, mercy and forgiveness, and a new 

beginning. Give us that new beginning today, we pray. 

 

And we pray for all those who need our prayers at this time. 

For nations in trouble; for our own government; for people 

known to us, bereaved, ill, troubled – and those who care for 

them. 
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And we pray for ourselves. Thank you for all the way that you 

have brought us; for the faith you have given us; and for all that 

we have been enabled to do for you so far. Take us and use 

us, as and when and where you will, and help us to tell the 

world about you in all your glory. 

 

These prayers we bring in Jesus’ name, to whom be glory for 

ever, 

Amen. 

 

Hymn:  Christ for the world! We sing 

Christ for the world we sing! 
the world to Christ we bring, 
with loving zeal; 
the poor, and them that mourn, 
the faint and overborne, 
sin-sick and sorrow worn, 
whom Christ to heal. 
 
Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 
with fervent prayer; 
the wayward and the lost, 
by restless passions tossed, 
redeemed at countless cost 
from dark despair. 
 
Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 
with one accord; 
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with us the work to share, 
with us reproach to dare, 
with us the cross to bear, 
for Christ our Lord. 
 
Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 
with joyful song; 
the new-born souls, whose days, 
reclaimed from error's ways, 
inspired with hope and praise, 
to Christ belong. Samuel Wolcott (1813-1886) R&S 599 Tune: 
Moscow 

 

Benediction 

Thank you, loving God, for your presence with us, and the 
word that you have spoken. Go with us into your world and 
help us be your faithful servants, and the blessing of God, the 
one who makes us, the one who saves us, and the one who 
enables us, goes with us now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

Closing Music:   Praise to the Living God 

 

Responses led by Carol Rayner 

PowerPoint Image - Rublev: Troitska, Wikimedia Commons 

Opening music from  STF 490 - Being Of Beings part of 

Singing The Faith; Contributed by Paul Wood & Ian Worsfold | 

The Worship Cloud 

https://theworshipcloud.com/view/hymns/singing-the-faith-stf-490-being-of-beings
https://theworshipcloud.com/view/hymns/singing-the-faith-stf-490-being-of-beings
https://theworshipcloud.com/view/hymns/singing-the-faith-stf-490-being-of-beings
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Closing music from https://www.smallchurchmusic.com/Snippet/S-

PraiseToTheLivingGod-PipeL1C-48-CAM.mp3  

Hymns: Holy, Holy, Holy Virtual Church Choir - Newcastle 

Cathedral 

https://www.smallchurchmusic.com/2016/Video/CAM_V_Christ

ForTheWorld_Pipe_CAM_1174528942.mp4 

Images from worshipcloud.com  
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