
 

                                             

 

Service Opening & Third Vigil – The unity of all peoples with all creation 

You will need a large candle, your heart card from the 1st Vigil & the tea light. 

Light your large candle & place it in front of you with your heart card & tea light 

Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
proclaim his salvation day after day. 3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds 
among all peoples.  

4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 5 For all the 
gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 6 Splendour and majesty are before 
him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.  

7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 8 Ascribe 
to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.  

9 Worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 10 Say 
among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will 
judge the peoples with equity. 11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, 
and all that is in it. 12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest 
sing for joy. 13 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

Opening prayer 

Lord, you invite us to abide in you who are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, 



 

the beauty of each person.  

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. Our trust in you and one another is lost.  

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

That as one family we may praise your name. 

Amen. 

 

Reading: Revelation 7: 9-12 

9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were 
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud 
voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”  

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: “Amen! 
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever 
and ever. Amen!”  

A short time of silence 

 

Intercessions 

Leader  God of life, you have created everyone in your image and likeness. We sing your praise for 
the gift of our many cultures and traditions. Grant us the courage to stand against injustice and 
prejudice  

All  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

Leader Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you. Teach us to use this gift in 
the world so that believers of all faiths in every country may be able to listen to each other and live 
in peace  

All God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

Leader O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity. You know the hardships 
of life for people who suffer in so many different ways. May the Spirit of compassion move us to 
share our time, gifts and resources with all those in need. 

All God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

Leader Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the cries of those already 
suffering from climate change. Guide us toward new ways of living that are in harmony with all 
creation. 

All  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 



 

Action: Moving to the centre and out to the world (inspired by a text of Dorotheus of Gaza).  

Stand and take a step towards the candle and extend your hands to the side as if towards others.  

Leader At the centre of the world is God, in whom all our desires and longings find their meeting 
place. 

 As we move closer to God, so we draw closer to one another. And the closer we come to 
one another . . . 

All The closer we come to God. 

 

Closing 

Leader Will you Pray and work that God may reign? 

All With God’s help, we will. 

Leader Throughout your day will you let the Word of God breathe life into your work and play and 
rest? 

All With God’s help, we will. 

Leader Will you maintain inner silence in all things so as to dwell in Christ? 

All With God’s help, we will. 

 Amen. 

Blessing 

 Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in God’s love, go into the world and bear the 
fruits of this love. 

              May the God of all creation fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This simplified version of the Ecumenical Celebration was prepared by Lynne Chitty, on behalf of ROOTS for Churches Ltd. & further 
adapted for online use by Karen Smith 


