
                                          

 

 

Service opening and Second Vigil – The visible unity of Christians 

 

You will need a large candle, your heart card from the 1st Vigil & a tea light. 

Light your large candle & place it in front of you. 

Reading: 1 Cor 1:10-13a 

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree 
with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household 
have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I 
follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas ”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 
13 Is Christ divided? 

Opening Prayer 

Lord, you invite us to abide in you who are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, 

the beauty of each person.  

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. Our trust in you and one another is lost.  

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

That as one family we may praise your name. 

Amen. 



 

Psalm: 85 

1. For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. 

1 You, LORD, showed favour to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 2 You forgave the 
iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 3 You set aside all your wrath and turned from your 
fierce anger.  

4 Restore us again, God our Saviour, and put away your displeasure toward us. 5 Will you be angry 
with us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 6 Will you not revive us again, 
that your people may rejoice in you?  

7 Show us your unfailing love, LORD, and grant us your salvation. 8 I will listen to what God the LORD 
says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— but let them not turn to folly. 9 Surely 
his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 10 Love and 
faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness springs forth 
from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. 12 The LORD will indeed give what is 
good, and our land will yield its harvest. 13 Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for 
his steps. 

A short time of silence  

 

 

 

Intercessions 

leader Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the Church in all places. Come and whisper in our 
hearts the prayer which Jesus addressed to his Father on the eve of his passion: “that they may all be 
one… so that the world may believe”.  

All  Thank you. Amen. 

leader Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us so that suspicions and 
misunderstanding cease in the Church. May the walls that separate us fall. 

All Thank you. Amen. 

leader  Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our hearts to forgiveness and reconciliation and bring us 
back to you when we lose our way. 

All   Thank you. Amen. 

leader Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, give us poverty of spirit so that we may be open to 
your grace. 

All  Thank you. Amen. 

leader Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, women and children who are persecuted for their 
faithfulness to the gospel. Give them strength and courage, and support those who help them. 

All  Thank you. Amen. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalms+85:1-13


 

Action:   Let us say Christ’s peace as our prayer and commitment to unity to others joining the 
service.  Peace be with you.  

 

Take up your tea light and light it from the main candle and place it by your heart card.  

 

Short time of silence 

 

Say the Lord’s Prayer  

 

Closing Prayer:  

Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in God’s love, go into the world and bear the fruits of 
this love. 

May the God of all creation fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.     Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


