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Hello Friends 

What will the ‘new normal’ be like for us?  
Whether it is within our church community and fellowship, shopping, going out for 
the day, or visiting friends and family, there is no doubt about it, our life will be 
different from the way it was before the coronavirus came to these shores. What 
is so encouraging and uplifting, is that God never leaves us, so as we wrestle with 
church premises being open or not, wearing facemasks, or constantly washing 
our hands, God is still loving us and instilling hope into our hearts and minds. 

 
As Fleet URC and Beacon Hill URC congregations, we have come a long way in three months, 
and we could never have imagined such a change. Who would have thought that our Prayer 
group, Nurture/Bible group, coffee morning and Elders’ meetings could all be done online - as well 
as our varied worship services? 
So, this letter is to update you on what is happening at Fleet URC and Beacon Hill URC in the 
coming months.     
 
  
Sunday Worship 

We continue with virtual worship for the foreseeable future. The service is 
uploaded every Sunday morning, and is located on YouTube, Facebook 
and both websites. I am pleased to say that people are viewing it from 
other areas of England as well as our local congregations.  

Karen and I have been conducting shared services, with lectionary 
readings from members of both congregations, and with community 
singing, prayers and reflection. 

The transcript of each service is online so all may follow and respond. However, we now have a 
new way to access our worship service. Twilio is a facility where people who do not have 
access to a computer can hear our worship service through their telephone landline. If you 
know anyone who would like to listen to our service, whether they are part of our congregation or 
not, please speak to Christine Gibbons for the details. The cost is a local charge (Fleet Area).   

     
Pastoral Support  

The Elders have a group of people whom they regularly phone, to make 
sure that the members of our congregation are safe and well. If there is a 
problem, please contact your Elder or me.  Fleet URC and Beacon URC 
each have a ‘What’s App’ group which have been very successful in 
helping people to maintain contact with each other. If you have not joined 
yet, please do so or speak to the Church Secretary.  Every member of our 
two churches has also received a prayer book (‘Stepping Over the 

Cracks’), which I hope people have found helpful. If you require any more, please ask me.  

 
Prayer Requests 

If you have a specific Prayer request, both Prayer circles are now fully 
running so please contact the prayer circle co-ordinator who will 
respond to your request. (Margaret Tracey for Fleet URC or Karen Smith 
for Beacon Hill). Our monthly prayer time is on the second Monday of 
every month at 2pm on Zoom (Online or phone). It is an opportunity for 
quiet prayer, where we offer our time to God, and pray for other people 
and situations.    

 



 
 
Communication  
Even though we continue to ‘socially distance’, or remain in ‘social isolation’ or ‘shielding’, we live 
in a technological age, and so there are various ways we can keep in touch: 

• phoning (for people who have no computer)  
• messaging/texting  
• WhatsApp 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 
• Twilio (See new developments below) 
• Church website  

Also, starting in July, I will be recording a 5-minute weekly Podcast, reflecting on various 
issues on Faith and Life... watch out for it on the website pages.   
Further church updates will continue to be posted on the church website, Facebook page, and 
Twitter account to enable the church to maintain contact, and to encourage and support you in 
your own discipleship.  
 
Nurture Groups  
Once a month, we meet for our Zoom online Nurture / Bible group. It is on the third Monday of 
every month at 2pm (online or phone). At the moment we are exploring the images of the Kingdom 
of God through the Gospels. You are most welcome to join us.  
 
Monthly Zoom Communion Service 
Last month we celebrated an online communion service, which 
seemed to be appreciated by everyone. Therefore the Elders and I 
have decided to hold a monthly communion service at 11am on the 
first Sunday of every month.  
 
Online Conference 
During June I attended two online conferences regarding ‘Theology and Ministry in a 
Pandemic’. We considered ‘Liturgy and Lament’, ‘The Nature of the Body of Christ’, ‘Virtual 
Communion’, and ‘Funerals and Pastoral tensions within COVID 19’.  Some of the issues we 
discussed will be mentioned in the new Podcasts and through my preaching; however I will be 
writing down my reflections and if anyone would like a copy, please contact me.     
     
New Developments  
As we continue to explore new ways of worship and to pray to our God, who gives us strength and 
courage through these difficult and changing times, there are three new developments to remind 
you of in this issue: 

• Twilio - an audio version of the Sunday service and podcasts accessible through your 
telephone landline.  If you need the phone number, please speak to Christine Gibbons or 
Karen Smith.   

• Communion Services - monthly virtual Zoom communion services will be held on the first 
Sunday of every month at 11 am. (Zoom online and Zoom phone) 

• Weekly Podcast – starting in July, a 5-minute Podcast relating to Faith and Life will be 
available on the website and on the phone. 

Your Involvement 
As we continue to journey through this experience, I invite you to continue to exercise your spiritual 
practices: to pray, reflect and provide yourself with spiritual food.    
 
Until we meet again, may God hold us all in the palm of his hand. 
God bless, 

Ruth xx 


