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the term trying out food and activities from countries. For Italy we made 

pizzas and played a game called Spaghetti. We made cartouches 

hieroglyphics in Egypt and ate Koshari. We tried Aboriginal Art and made 

pavlovas on New Zealand, In Peru we decorated suitcases for Paddington 

Bear and made marmalade sandwiches. For Iceland we experimented with 

vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to make erupting volcanoes, we put 

Mentos into lemonade to create our own geysers and while finding out 

about glaciers we created our own with ice cream and sprinkles. Following 

her trip to Sri Lanka, Fox showed us a video.  It was interesting to see what 

she had been up to. We tried writing our names in Tamil. It was very 

difficult. 

Some rainbows joined other Rainbows and Brownies for the Harvest 

Festival at the United Reformed Church. 

 

Our Bonfire Night celebrations took place at the Guide Hall in Church 

Crookham. We met up with 6
th
 Crookham Rainbows. We toasted 

marshmallows on the bonfire so that we could make s’mores and we sang 

lots of campfire songs. It was fun. This activity helped us to earn our 

Autumn Challenge badge. 

 

We had a ‘Trolls’ themed sleepover – for many girls their first opportunity to 

stay away from home for a night. We had a troll hunt outside and made 

some fabulous troll headbands and bracelets.  

 

We took part in the Fleet Remembrance Parade for the first time. The 
Rainbows enjoyed taking part. 
 

We finished the term with the Fleet District Carol service. The theme was 

‘The Food of Christmas’ and we represented Christmas breakfast. We 

found out what people normally eat for breakfast and what special foods 

they might eat on Christmas day. We told people about our findings and 

held up boxes of cereals that we like. 

 

We ended the term with a Christmas party. We played games and had 

some snacks to eat. Owl was given a card and presents because she 

stepped down as leader-in-charge. Squirrel (Wendy Bascal) joined our 

rainbow unit in April and she is taking over from Owl who will become her 

assistant.. 

 

Pauline Warner 



26 

Our parents came to our next meeting. They helped us to sew some little 
padded owls and we made some mosaic coasters. 
For Mothering Sunday we made owl gift bags and put some lipstick and 
perfume into a golden egg with some tissue paper and put them in the bags. 
 
We enjoyed an Easter egg hunt in March and made some nice baskets to 
take them home in.  
 

Our next challenge was completing the Trefoil Guild’s 75
th
 Anniversary 

badge. The Trefoil Guild is for adults who support Girlguiding. Some 
members of the Fleet Trefoil Guild came to play games with the  
Rainbows that they had enjoyed as children. 
 
As part of the challenge we went to Elvetham Heath Nature Reserve to take 
part in a scavenger hunt. 
 

In the summer term we had a keep fit meeting with lots of races. We 

explored the shops near our meeting place to find out what they sell or 

what services they provide. We had a Red themed meeting. We painted 

some small rocks to make them look like ladybirds, we made fruit kebabs 

with a variety of red fruits and we made paper planes that looked like the 

red arrows. The girls enjoyed flying them. 

 

We had a day out at the Hawk Conservancy. It was very cold but we 

enjoyed the flying displays and being allowed into the warm to eat our 

lunch. We saw bald eagles, storks, grey owls, hawks, falcons, vultures, 

kites and secretary birds among many others. 

 

For Father’s Day we decorated some wooden hearts and put them into gift 

bags that we’d decorated. They looked very nice. We also made some 

Fathers’ Day cards. 

 

Our Young Leader Fox arranged a meeting for us – cutting snowflakes in 

summer! We also made friendship bracelets from Loom bands. These were 

activities that she would be carrying out with children in Sri Lanka later in 

the year (on a visit with Ocean Stars). 

 

We finished the summer term with lots of games (we really liked the water 

races), finding out the meanings of our names and recognising each other 

from our baby photos 

 

In the Autumn term we worked on the ‘Global Adventure’ badge. We spent 
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,  

"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"  

And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 

In February 2019, I will have celebrated my sixth ‘anniversary’ as your 
minister at Fleet United Reformed Church. The modern gift for a sixth 
anniversary is wood, which seems very apt, as Jesus whom we follow was a 
carpenter who worked with his hands to carve and shape wood into usable 
objects. The Christ who we follow shapes and moulds us to be disciples, 
however this can be a difficult process, but we rejoice that together we can 
make a difference. Therefore, it is good to reflect on the road of discipleship, 
as Gods sends us out into the world.     

Worship. 

I continue to lead worship twice a month on Sunday mornings, (1
st
 and 3

rd
), 

conduct the monthly evening service, and in November 2018, we celebrated 
as a church family, as four members were brought into membership.  

Morning service   

In the morning service, we come together to worship and praise God, listen 
to the formation of the early Church and how Jesus ministry impacted on 
Jewish life, society and his followers. The Sunday mornings have been full, 
with well attended Parade services, Baptism services and during the 
summer we held a Songs of Praise service where members of the 
congregation chose favourite hymns. In September a special service was 
held to inform the congregation about the newly formed partnership with 
Palani Mission, in South India. During Advent we explored The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe for our Liturgy, which many people both children 
and adult enjoyed.  

Evening service  

Although small in numbers, the services are quiet and reflective, and it has 
an  ecumencial feel, with regular Methodists and Anglicans coming to 
worship with us. This service is still appreciated, by all who attend.    

Discipleship 

Holy Habits  

This is something that we shall be developing over the coming years and 
build on what we learnt during the services in 2017.  

Bible Study  

 This is held every month usually on the second Monday of the month at 

AGM - Minster’s Report 2018 – Fleet URC 
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Church, where I consider the Lectionary readings that are for the following 
week. 

Prayer 

A small number of people gather for prayer every month in the vestry. We 
pray for the congregation at Fleet URC, the world and its people.   

Ecumenical Lent Group 

During Lent 2018, I facilitated the Art of the Possible Ecumenical Lent 
group. The course focussed on faith and politics and was well attended.   

 Mission    

Proclaiming Gods love to all people should be the basis of why we serve 
God and God’s people, regardless of denomination, age, gender and 
abilities, so if we love and serve God, we must have some responsibilities 
and include Mission within our discipleship. 

Local Mission 

Coffee morning 

Thursday morning is a hive of activity! People chatting, laughing, growing 
and learning from each other. People come from established churches and 
local organisations, while others do not attend church, but have found a 
place where friendship can be nurtured. I attend most weeks, and have been 
involved on many occasions to comfort, to listen and to engage in fruitful 
conversations.   

Contributions to In Touch magazine 

I continue to write for In Touch magazine, pastoral letters and various items 
of interest linked to the Christian calendar.  

Devotional booklets  

During Lent 2018 I edited an ecumenical devotional booklet, which many 
people seem to enjoy.  

Invisible Ministry/ Funerals  

During 2018, I have conducted 14 funerals in the Fleet area. My involvement 
in funerals is part of the Mission I do on behalf of the church. I visit the family 
usually twice before the service and follow up a pastoral visit afterwards. 
Occasionally some will attend a Sunday service during the year. The 
Remembrance and Memorial service held in October is always well 
attended, and invitations are sent to all the families that I have been involved 
with relating to their family /friends funeral during the year.     
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was named Fluffy and was won by one of 4
th
 Fleet Brownies. 

 
For bonfire night we tried to make s’mores over candles but the candles kept 
blowing out. It was windy and we even had trouble getting the sparklers to 
light because the matches kept blowing out. It was frustrating but we got 
there in the end. 
 
One dark evening we went trampolining at Gravity Force. It was great 
exercise. For another meeting we tried out some science experiments. 
 
The girls that couldn’t attend the holiday got to come on a Jurassic Park 
themed sleepover in November. We painted some lovely pictures of 
dinosaurs and enjoyed a dinosaur hunt outside in the dark. We saw some 
dinosaur eggs hatch and watched the dinosaurs grow. 
 
In November we took part in the Fleet Remembrance Parade. The brownies 
looked very smart and were proud to take part in the parade. 
 
To finish the year, we took part in the Fleet District Carol Service. The theme 
was ‘The Food of Christmas’ and we showed everyone through our sketch 
how to make a Christmas pudding. The audience all laughed!  
 
Pauline Warner 
 
8th Fleet Rainbows  

Looking back over the year it’s amazing to see how much we have done. We 
began the year with some challenges to help the rainbows get to know each 
other better.  
 
In the first term we worked on the Owl-tastic Challenge badge. They all 
enjoyed a meeting where they came in their pyjamas then decorated cakes 
to look like owls and went out into the dark to see if they could find glow-in-
the-dark eyes. Whilst eating the cakes and drinking hot chocolate they heard 
a story about why we hear Twit Twoo when there are two owls calling each 
other. 
 
We made some lovely owls with the promise on and inside each one there 
were 7 white mice – one to be coloured in each day during the week when 
the rainbow had kept her promise. 
 
In February we celebrated ‘World Thinking Day’ by thinking about Girlguiding 
in South Korea and Japan. We had jigsaw puzzles to make up which told us 
about Girlguiding and Scouting in these countries. We were joined by 8

th
 

Fleet Brownies and we made special candle holders. We switched on our 
LED candles as we thought about children around the world and then we 
said our Promise. 
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wooden bird feeders with lolly sticks. They looked good. Our parents had lots 
of fun. They helped us to find out facts about why pesticides and artificial 
fertilisers are used on crops; how this can be useful but also how it can be 
harmful. 
 
We found out what packaging can be recycled and after following a photo 
trail to Fleet we visited the recycling centre in Church Road car park to see 
what containers we can use for recycling. There is also a place to recycle 
batteries in Sainsburys. 
 
At home we had to find three ways to save energy and water over a week.  
 
In June we went donutting. We had great fun whizzing down the ski slope. 
 
During the summer term we tried out some activities from the new 
programme resources. We learned how to approach dogs and we learnt 
some boxing moves. We also had a meeting where we made our own 
special soap for removing paint from our hands. At a third meeting we made 
outfits out of things we don’t need any more. 
 
In July we held a Bring and Buy sale to raise some money for WWF. We 
made posters and put them up around town. We raised £201.20 which was 
enough for us to adopt four animals – a leopard, a panda, a polar bear and a 
snow leopard. 
 
To finish the summer term we cooked sausages over gas stoves and ate 
them in bread buns with ketchup. 
 
In August we went on our Brownie Holiday! We had 2 nights away at 
Weyside which is a Brownie holiday hall just south of Farnham. We had 
lovely weather and enjoyed archery, grass sledging, pedal carting and a 
ropes course. We enjoyed sleeping in a big dormitory with our friends. Just 
outside the building there was a trampoline and a large climbing frame.  
 
In the autumn Our brownies chose the colours for our new unit neckers (pale 
blue with lemon and violet stripes) and our unit badge. 
 
In the Autumn term we worked towards our World Cultures and World 
Travellers badges. We acted out some stories from other cultures and 
learned to say hello and goodbye and count up to ten in 4 different 
languages.  
 
We took part in the Harvest Festival at the United Reformed Church. 
 
Some of our girls manned our Name the Bear stall at the United Reformed 
Church Craft Fair in October. We raised £74 for Daya Sadan in India (a 
home for people with mental, physical and learning disabilities). The bear 
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Global Mission  

Palani mission  

Our partnership with South India has deepened in 2018 and is a real 
blessing for the church to recognize its brothers and sisters in Christ, in 
another continent and different culture. The visit to South India in August 
was the highlight of ministry in 2018, where Theology and love of Christ 
broke boundaries and culture. 

Ecumenism  

Thy Kingdom come  

During 2018, The Vine Centre held a prayerful Art Gallery where people 
with depression and mental illness displayed art work. 

Churches Together  

2018 has continued to host clergy breakfasts which I attend on a fairly 
regular basis, however I do miss some due to the difficult timing during the 
day, as do other ministers. The Clergy have developed a deep friendship 
which has been invaluable.  

Anna Chaplaincy 

I continue to be Chair of Anna Chaplaincy which supports the spiritual needs 
of older people in homes and those living with dementia in Fleet and Church 
Crookham. My role includes supporting the Anna Chaplaincy co-ordinator, 
chairing meetings with the ecumenical steering group. We have been 
preparing for a large Audit in the early part of 2019.   

Communion at Kings Place  

. I usually visit and give communion in the reformed tradition every couple of 
months, where together we listen to music, pray, have a short reflection. 

Final Thoughts   

In 2018, Fleet URC undertook a Local Church Review of the church’s life 
and witness, and although my report does not include the findings, it is our 
responsibility to faithfully listen to the call that God makes on each one of us: 

The call to follow  

The call to be faithful  

The call to be worshipful 

The call to walk humbly with God  

The call to love justice  

The call to bring the God news of Jesus to the streets and community of 
Fleet. 
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We cannot do this alone, therefore God sent a helper, the Holy Spirt to 
encourage us, uphold us and bless us.  

2018 is now behind us, and a new year beckons with new opportunities and 
experiences we have yet to grasp.    

May God, who is our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer journey with us, as 
we remember the past, encounter him in the present, and with faith, face the 
future.  

 

Every Blessing                                                                                                 

Ruth Dillon                                                                                 

January 2019   

 

Church Secretary 

It was humbling to have been chosen as your secretary on 4
th
 March 2018 

and I will forever remember the encouragement received from everyone as I 

began my journey as your secretary.  It has been even more humbling to 

receive the love, support and understanding from the wonderful Fleet URC 

family when a variety of conflicting issues, initially led to my unexpected 

absence and ultimately led me to the very difficult decision on 17th January 

2019 to stand down as your secretary. 

My special thanks to Margaret Armes for her incredible support, well above 

and beyond her planned Deputy Secretary role and my predecessor, Moray 

Henderson who stepped back in to lead the LMMR process and helped 

coordinate The Vine Centre Exhibition.  Thank you to our minister, Ruth 

Dillon, the other elders and everyone else who stepped in to assist in so 

many ways during my absence. 

Our minister, Ruth Dillon, has encouraged us in Walking the Way and 

challenged us in so many ways throughout the year.  She also adjusted her 

schedule to assist us with unexpected openings in the preaching schedule or 

supplied service material for the elders to use.  As well as the eldership 

leading services, the young people have not only been leading services but 

have created an amazing banner.  Thank you to Nicola Hamilton and Liz 

McClune and those who have been assisting them, in what has been a 

challenging year for pulpit and organ supply. We are so blessed in all those 

who serve us through worship.  
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We had a visit from an Ocean Stars representative, and spent an evening 
learning about Sri Lanka. We sent a photo to the children there with a sign 
saying ‘Hello’  

 
In November we took part in the Fleet Remembrance Parade. The girls feel 
very proud to take part in this every year as they know it is a very serious 
occasion. 

 
To finish the year, we took part in the Fleet District Carol Service. The theme 
was ‘The Food of Christmas’ and we represented Brussels Sprouts. The 
girls read a funny poem and the audience enjoyed it very much!  

 
2018 saw us enrol 7 new girls into to the unit, and send 10 girls off to start a 
new adventure with Guides. 

 
Hayley Scott 

 

8
th

 Fleet Brownies 
 

We started 2018 by working on our Environment badge. This involved finding 
out a lot about where our food comes from and how far it has travelled. We 
also found out about energy and why we mustn’t waste it. It took 2 terms to 
complete the badge. 
 
In February we celebrated World Thinking Day. We joined 8

th
 Fleet Rainbows 

We had some food tasting and made apple blossom with pink tissue paper to 
represent Japan. We found out about Girlguiding in South Korea and Japan 
and made LED tealight holders ready for a candlelit ceremony. We all 
renewed our promise. 
 
At the end of the term Barn Owl (Jackie Cresswell) left us after 22 years with 
the unit. We had a celebration feast and special guests were invited along to 
say goodbye. 
 
In April Pauline Warner (Brown Owl) came to lead the unit. She invited lots of 
girls to join brownies and we now have 4 groups (called sixes) with 7 
brownies in each. We began the term by getting to know each other. 
 
We continued working on the Environment badge. As part of this we all found 
out about one of the critically endangered species and made posters about it. 
We brought food labels into brownies and found out how far our food has 
travelled before it gets to us. Some things come from an awful long way away 
but we can buy lots of fresh food that is grown locally. 
 
In May our parents were invited to join us for a meeting. Together we made 
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We also had meeting about self-care (washing hands, brushing teeth) as well 
as using money correctly, and learning how to sew. Every Brownie managed 
to sew a button onto fabric without any help from the Leaders   
 
In February we celebrated Thinking Day with 1

st
 Fleet West Rainbows, and 

learned about Guiding in other countries before saying our Promise by 
candle light.  

 
Throughout the year, some of our older girls planned and lead meetings as 
part of their ‘Brownie Adventure’. We had marvellous meetings such as 
Historical Heroes, Underwater, and Minions. It was great to see the girls 
planning the meetings and arranging all the equipment they would need. 
They also ran the meetings which is a big task for girls of 9 & 10! 
 
We invited some parents for a special ‘Bring a Grown up’ meeting, where 
we set challenges at Oakley Park. The girls and their grown ups all had a 
great time following trails, solving riddles, and testing themselves with 
various challenges.  
 
 
Throughout the Summer term, we completed our ‘Environment’ badge, 
looking at ways to be more responsible with our waste products, how to 
use less plastic, and how to care for the world around us.  
 
On a very hot day in June, we had a sponsored walk for Water Aid, and 
managed to raise over £300 – enough to buy water tanks for a few schools 
in third world countries.  
 
To finish the summer term we had a beach themed meeting. There was a 
BBQ, a sand art activity, limbo, and a mocktail station.  
 
In August we went on our Brownie Holiday! We had 2 nights away at 
Paxmead River Base in Shepperton. The girls enjoyed the Jurassic Park 
theme, and got to do many exciting things such as cooking (both indoors 
and outdoors), traverse wall climbing, a trek along the Thames, and 
campfire singing.  
 
The girls that couldn’t attend the holiday got to come on a sleepover. We 
set them the challenge to going to the shops to buy their own craft 
materials for a challenge. We loved seeing them making decisions in 
groups, and being brave enough to ask the shop assistants where products 
were.  
 
When we returned from the Summer holidays we decided to have a fun 
term. The girls got to enjoy donutting at the Alpine Ski Centre, trampolining 
at Gravity Force, and also got to meet some furry friends when we visited 
another Brownie Unit for a visit from Hydestile resident animals.  
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We celebrated several baptisms, with the added encouragement of a young 

person choosing to be baptized at the same time as his baby sister, it was 

moving to see his friends supporting him on the day.  We welcomed four new 

members.  Some members and adherents are no longer able to attend      

following relocations to other areas.  Sadly, several members and adherents 

left this earthly realm, but they have begun their journey with the Lord. 

Thank you again, for your support and encouragement and I look forward to 

continuing as an elder and growing in faith as part of the amazing Fleet URC 

family.  Remember as a teenager a saying, “Please be patient the Lord is not 

finished with me yet.”  This year has taught me that despite my best           

intentions, so many, many things are outside my control and sometimes think 

the Lord is still trying to teach me patience, in his time…they say miracles 

happen...  We are all God’s children, young, old, young at heart and          

everything in between. He has a plan for all of us if we will just wait on his 

guidance.   

Every blessing, 

Tamyra Sherratt 

 

Church Accounts Year Ending 31 December 2018 

The financial report will be issued as a separate document.. 

John Gibbons  

Church Treasurer 

 

Property Report 

Grounds  

Contractors continue to attend to the grounds, taking care of the grass cutting 
and hedge trimming. They also deal with litter and any other work as         
requested.  

Thanks to Brian Coney who continues to maintain the two flower beds at the 
front of the church.  

Fire Alarm and Emergency Lights 

Fire alarm system and extinguishers all tested and serviced by Hampshire 
Fire Services as per the contract. System tested on a routine basis between 
formal services. 
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Emergency lighting tested and serviced by Hampshire Fire Services as per 
contract. System tested on a routing basis between formal services. 

Electrical System  

No major work done this year. Light bulbs changed as and when required.. 

Heating Systems 

There have been issues with sediment build up in the filter on the mixing 
valve on the supply to the new manifold. However with regular cleaning this 
build-up has reduced considerably.  

Proposed installation of independent room thermostats cancelled due to 
cost. 

Leaking pipe section located in the chair locker in the hall was renewed. 
This work was done when the hall heating boiler pressure relief valve was 
replaced. . 

Kitchen 

The “PROTON” industrial dishwasher water supply softener charged on a 
routine basis. 

Drains from the kitchen sink were cleared . 

Hall 

Routinely swept and kept clean. 

Hall and Meeting Room Blinds 

 Refurbished roller blinds continue to operate satisfactorily. 

Sound System 

The routine recording of the services has been suspended.  

Cleaning 

All areas of the property cleaned on a regular basis.  

Shed 

Temporary repairs on the shed are still keeping most of the wet out. Base 
continues to subside and wooden frame is more distorted and there is more 
deterioration due to water damage. Replacement has been approved by 
Church Meeting. 

Car Park  

The plastic grating under the pine tree has been removed and the pebble 
stones in the area raked level. Due to root movement of the tree sections of 
the grating were displaced upwards causing a trip hazard. There was one 
incident of a person tripping and being injured.   
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We had a ‘Trolls’ themed sleepover. The girls loved staying away for a 

night – it’s a big adventure for 5-7 year olds. They got to go for a ‘Troll 

Hunt’ in the park, and enjoyed toasting marshmallows over a real fire!  

The girls were keen to sponsor a Panda, and decided to do a sponsored 

silence. They managed to raise £125, and sponsored a Panda, a Leopard, 

and Elephant, a Penguin and a Polar Bear.  

After returning from the Easter holidays, we started our ‘Global Adventure’ 

badge. We spent the term visiting countries in different continents. We got 

to do some hieroglyphics in Egypt, play some Baseball on 4
th
 July, and we 

even had a chef that came to visit us to make some real pasta when we 

visited Italy.  

We had a team building evening, where the girls had to work in teams to 

complete tasks such as lifting cups with string, completing a string assault 

course without touching the strings, and a blindfold challenge.  

In September we started our ‘Crime Prevention’ badge. The girls were keen 

to learn what kind of people work for the police. We were even visited by a 

MET Detective and an Intelligence Analyst.  

We went for a walk around Fleet Town Centre to look at which buildings 

had burglar alarms on them, and also to see if the people of Fleet were 

good at crossing the road safely and putting their rubbish in the bins.  

We joined the Fleet Remembrance Parade in November, and one of our 

Rainbows was chosen to lay the wreath for Girlguiding Fleet. The Rainbows 

love taking part in the parade.  

We finished the term with the Fleet District Carol service. The theme was 

‘The Food of Christmas’ and we represented Candy Canes. We did a play 

to show the audience how Candy Canes were invented and we got a large 

round of applause.  

2018 saw us enrol 7 girls in to the unit, and send 7 onto their next 

adventure with Brownies.  

Hayley Scott 

 

4th Fleet URC Brownies 

We started 2018 by undertaking our ‘Wildlife Explorer’ and ‘Brownie Skills’ 
badges. Our first activity was to make bird feeders, and each girl spent some 
time birdwatching. 
 
The girls got to go for a ‘Bat and Bird’ walk around Fleet Pond on a cold and 
dark evening. The absolutely loved being out in the dark and were pleased to 
see bats and even hear some owls.   
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Fleet Festivities 

Wednesday 28
th
 November 2018 was the Fleet Christmas Light Switch on. 

Churches Together were present in Gurkha square from 3pm – 9pm, with 

hot chocolate, biscuits, games and simple crafts for children young and old 

to take home. Fleet URC supplied 80 homemade biscuits for decoration.  

Christmas Lunch 

The Christmas Day Lunch for people who are on their own again went ahead 

his year with the help of Revd. Carol Dunk from P&J and Fleet Town 

Council.  

Angel Bombing 

The Angel Bombing was again a great success. In all, over 3000 angels 

were knitted or crocheted, of which 250 came from our Church, We again 

had a label “Bee” where four of us sat and chatted whilst admiring the 

different Angels and attaching labels  

The Angel Blessing Service was held this year at the Holy Trinity and Our 

Lady Fleet and Church Crookham on 2
nd

 December, led by Deacon James 

Snyder. The service consisted of hymns and readings on the Angel theme.  

Women’s World Day of Prayer. 

The service was held on 2
nd

 March 2018 at Church Crookham Baptist. At 

10.0am followed by refreshments. 

The evening service unfortunately was cancelled due to snow.  

The World Day of Prayer service had been written by the women of 

Suriname  

Darrell Henderson 

 

1st Fleet West Rainbows 

We started the year with an ‘Art Challenge’ badge. We got to paint pottery, 

create collages, make something for a friend, and make something that 

celebrated an event.   

In February we celebrated ‘World Thinking Day’ by having a joint meeting 

with 4
th
 Fleet URC Brownies, where we learned about girls from different 

countries and said our Promise by candle light. 

In March we went for a walk through the woods at Fleet Pond to find 

natural materials for our art challenge. We created art at Sandy Bay.   
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A barrier has been erected to limit damage to the wooden fence due to 
contact by vehicles.  

Buildings  

Guttering has been cleaned and repaired at various times throughout the 
year.  

John R. Johnstone 

 

Property Report—Manse 

A Manse inspection was carried out during the year as well as a boiler 

service and gas certification. 

The main points from the Manse Inspection were: 

Hall Carpet was badly fitted and has pulled away from the floor plates. It 

needs to be replaced and a quotation was obtained. It was intended that 

refitting should take place after the decoration programme. 

There is still a water leak problem from the upstairs bathroom into the 

downstairs toilet. The plumber is investigating this. It appears that the bath 

and shower were badly fitted when the house was built and the bathroom will 

need replacement to cure the problem in the long term. Meanwhile a 

temporary fix seems to have stopped the water  leak. 

The family room area ceiling has been badly stained by a leak from the boiler 

pressure relief valve. This needs redecorating. 

Two of the cooker rings do not ignite correctly. We are seeking a cooker 

repair person to try and fix this problem. 

Since it is over five years since Ruth moved in we agreed to instigate a 

redecoration programme. 

A decorator has now been contracted who will liaise directly with Ruth to 

schedule the work. 

The kitchen lights had to be replaced because the fittings were failing and 

the originals were no longer available. 

Brian Armes 
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Hall and Room Bookings 

Hall and Room  bookings continue at a high level. We now host eighteen  
U3A groups during term time and 19 other regular groups  most of the year. 
One other group moved to new premises part way during the year. 

In addition we hosted 43 other events during the year, in particular children’s 
parties of which there were 24 during the year..  

The Hall is in great demand and I have very few regular slots available. 

Wessex Synod is a significant user with three events during the year which 
require use of all the premises. 

Total income from all lettings was £21,459 during 2018. We intend to review 
our charges during the coming year because our utility costs are increasing. 

Brian Armes 

 

Catering Report 

 
In addition to the weekly Coffee Mornings reported on separately, ‘The 
Team’ in the kitchen provided refreshments for the following events during 
the year. This varied from tea and biscuits, bacon butties to homemade 
cakes and more. 
 

23
th
 March 2018  Church Quiz with Fish and Chip Supper 

6
th
 October 2018  Harvest Supper 

3
rd

 November 2018 Church Craft Fare 

6
th
 December 2018 Rotary Carol Service at Church on the Heath 

23
rd

 December 2018 Church Carol Service and Christingle 

Thanks to all who have assisted during this last year. 

Moira C. Johnstone 
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FACCTS  

2018 has been a good year for the FACCTS staff and directors.  Sam 

Blackwell was recruited onto the staff as a part time schools worker.  The 

staff have had some great opportunities and some very positive encouraging 

feedback from the activities in which they have been involved or presented.  

The Christmas presentations had a comment from a teacher new to Fleet  “I 

have not seen this before; it was brilliant”  These presentations were 

presented to over 500 children in Year 6. 

Nicola Hamilton 

 

 Churches Together 

Following a circulated survey in autumn 2017, the local Ministers held a 

meeting to discuss the results and put forward their proposals for Churches 

Together at the Reps. meeting on 11
th
 January 2018.  

The proposals were:- 

Ministers to improve and strengthen their relationships to enable greater 
working together in the future 

 

To ensure that the projects continue to run successfully – to this end 
there will be a project group under the chair of Patrick Butler and with 
Will Parker of FACCTS as secretary. 

 

Reps. meetings to be suspended until the AGM in September.   
 

A robust discussion followed on the future of Churches Together.  Apart from 

the main projects and a Theatre production at Church on the Heath, there 

would be no further Churches Together initiatives in 2018. Individual 

churches were invited to lead any chosen projects ecumenically. 

It was thought that it was an appropriate time for a complete break and 

Churches Together to go into a “Fallow period” 

On Thursday 12
th
 July a meeting was held at LivingStones where the 

Ministers explained the new aims that had come from their meetings.  To 
adopt these aims would require a change to the constitution, which required 
75% of member churches agreeing to these proposals.  

The AGM for Churches Together was held at Fleet URC on 11
th
 September 

2018, where Rev Patrick Butler (Church on the Heath) was elected as Chair. 

Rev. Billy Slatter (Fleet Methodist) as Deputy Chair, Mark Mabin (Fleet 

Baptist) as Secretary and Jon Cobb (Church on the Heath) as Treasurer. 
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Christian Aid  

The house-to-house collection in May raised £523.  Thank you to our 

collectors.  We collected at the railway station for a second year and this 

resulted in £365.  The Cake & Plant Sale in May was held in the parish hall 

at All Saints Church and raised £645.  There was no Christian Aid service 

this year.  The grand total for all the collections and sales in Fleet during the 

week was £5,813. 

The annual Carol Concert in December was held at St Philip & St James 

Church.  It  raised £593 and we are very grateful to Fleet Choral Society for 

their continuing support.  It is much appreciated. 

Date for your diaries:  the Cake & Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 11 May 

2019 from 10-12 noon in the parish hall at All Saints Church, Church Road.  

All contributions of plants and/or cakes will be very gratefully received.   

We are always looking for more helpers and would be very pleased to hear 

from you.  Please contact Linda Storey or Liz McClune. 

Linda Storey 

Liz McClune 

 

Commitment for Life  

Thank you to elders – Margaret Armes, Nicola Hamilton, Liz McClune and 

Carol Rayner in assisting me with the elder led Commitment for Life Prayer 

Service on 29 April 2018. It has been an honour to serve for several years as 

Fleet URC Commitment for Life Link Person. Unfortunately, various issues 

have led to my needing to step down from this role.  Apologies, as my recent 

absence significantly affected this year’s Commitment for Life fundraising 

letter campaign, thank you to all who prayed and contributed throughout the 

year.   

Thank you for your support alongside, the work Liz and Linda do on the 

additional fundraising for Commitment for Life’s partner Christian Aid. 

Tamyra Sherratt 

 

 

 

11 

Coffee Mornings 

 We’ve had a very busy year at the Thursday Coffee Morning. 

 Despite the heavy snow in March, twelve stalwarts turned up and were 
joined by ‘The Team’ for coffee and cake. 

 We had our usual three-week break in August during which Bee organised 
three alternative venues. 

 On 27 September we raised £219 for Macmillan Cancer Support and, on 
22 November, £166.40 was presented to Delanie as our contribution to 
Ocean Stars. 

 n September we welcomed Pam Eade, who has joined our team while 
Margaret Kemp recuperates after her operation. Many thanks Pam. 

We ended the year, as usual, with our Christmas Coffee Morning which 
was a great success. 

 Our grateful thanks go to all who have supported us throughout the year. 

  

Val Cox 

 

 Craft & Gift Fair 2018 

The dynamics of the Craft & Gift Fair was changed this year. Various key 

people were not able to attend due to illness or commitments but this did 

not have any effect on the success of the event.  

New people stepped up to help cover and a record number of people 

attended to browse the 29 stalls displaying a wide variety of different skills 

and crafts on Saturday 3
rd

 November. As usual a friendly  ambience, 

enhanced the experience for visitors and crafters. 

The total amount raised and collected for the Kerala orphanage was 

£1032.60, which includes the table sale at the craft fair, £540 and the 

Brownies name the teddy bear stall for rice, £74. Total for the whole event 

was £1790.30. 

Darrell Henderson 
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 Fleet URC on the Web 

 

Church Website: www.fleet.urc.org.uk 

 

Last year I reported that the closure of the Windermere Centre had 
necessitated a change in the administration and support of the iChurch 
websites (including the Fleet URC website).  The URC Communications 
Committee took over the role and early in 2018 they implemented an annual 
charge of £200 + VAT for hosting the site, to include occasional phone or 
email support.  Church Meeting agreed to us paying this charge and also 
made provision for training as necessary. 

In December a day’s training was offered at Church House, which I attended 
along with representatives from several churches across the country.  
Unfortunately, inadequate Wi-Fi access and various other technical 
problems meant that the proposed training could not be offered, which led to 
much frustration and a general agreement that the overall support currently 
given to ichurches is less than is required.  The issues that concern us – in 
particular, the lack of communication – have been taken up with Andy 
Jackson, the new URC Head of Communications. 

Despite the ongoing difficulties, I have made it a priority to maintain the 
website, believing passionately that it should convey a message that is up to 
date and relevant.  We cannot know who might be looking at our site at 
anytime and anywhere across the globe.  Please continue to support it. 

 

Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/fleeturc 

Church Twitter Account: www.twitter.com/fleeturc 

 
Social media allows people to create, share or exchange information, ideas 
and pictures or videos in virtual communities, and therefore is ideally suited 
to church outreach.   

I have continued to ‘tweet’ regularly throughout the year about our activities 
at Fleet URC.   We have increased our number of followers to 139, which 
includes local URC congregations, individuals and organisations.  Follow the 
link above to join in. 

 
The Fleet URC Facebook page continues to be very popular and posts are 
regularly shared and viewed by upwards of 100 people – especially where 
there are photos.  Many people are more likely to look at our Facebook page 
than our church website to keep up to date with our news.  Our number of 
followers keeps growing, which means that our church congregation is far 
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URC Toddler Group  

The URC Toddler Group is a friendly parent volunteer run group that offers a 
fun, creative, exploratory environment for children aged 0-4. We run on 
Friday mornings at 10am. Each session has a different theme incorporating a 
craft, messy play and a story all thought up by our team of regular parent 
helpers. 

URC Toddler group has had another fantastic year in 2018. Attendance was 
up, with each session catering for 30-35 families each time. Our Christmas 
party was sold out once again! 

Regular group attendance has increased and a good friendship based 
community is growing. We are pushing people to our FB page every session 
and our ‘likes’ and comments are growing on that platform. 

We continue to differentiate the group by keeping every session different 
including a craft and sensory tray focused around a theme / book. 

We have also had some exciting visitors to the group over the year that have 
provided free taster sessions for the members and enriched our offering. 

We are looking forward to a busy, creative and happy Toddler Group in 2019. 

 

The URC Toddler Group Team 

 

 

Reform Magazine 

Reform is the monthly magazine of the URC. 

Currently Twelve families in the congregation take the magazine at an annual 

cost of £29.50.  

It really is an excellent magazine full of interesting articles and your way of 

keeping up to date with everything that is happening in the URC.   

Subscriptions are just becoming due so why not try it yourself. If you are 

interested, please have a word with me. 

 

Evelyn Tyler 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fleet.urc.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/fleeturc
http://www.twitter.com/fleeturc
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part – come and enjoy a time of  fellowship together. 

Most of our recent studies have focussed on the New Testament. A series on 

the Parables of Jesus has been very interesting. Different views and opinions 

have been expressed in friendly open discussion.  

We normally commence with prayer led by different members while after the 

study we spend a while in intercessory prayer. We remember those who are 

sick, in need, as well as those with problems. 

It is then time for biscuits, coffee or tea or water as a few prefer. Lots of talk 

and a chance to share news whilst getting to know one another better. 

Mavis Potter 

 

Cradle Roll  

 

This year, two children have been baptised by the minister. In December we 

welcomed Jack William Lawton and Sophia Louise Lawton brought by their 

parents Gemma and Mike. It was fantastic to see so many family and friends 

in church to celebrate and support these newest members. We welcome 

Jack and Sophia into the fellowship of the church.  

 

Each year, to commemorate recent baptisms and blessings, anniversary 

cards are sent on behalf of the church. These are sent every year until the 

child's fifth birthday. This year, the cards have sent to the following children: 

 

Florence Aimée Chevalier 

Ava Isabella Daniel  

Luke Graham Dumbleton 

Jake Peter Hermanson 

Thea Harper McGhie  

Helen Bailey 
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larger than the number of people who actually attend our church.  What a 
great potential for witness! 

 
Christine Gibbons 
 
 
Footsteps 

Footsteps have enjoyed another year together exploring Church, the Bible 
and our beliefs.  

We are a small, but tight knit group of young people and leaders who meet 
regularly every Sunday during term time. Amongst other things, when we 
come together we like to discuss, think, pray, figure things out, sew, make, 
stick, paint, decorate, eat, drink, chat, play, draw, consider, cut and 
experiment! 

Usually, we use Roots, a joint Churches’ initiative supported by Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland. Their materials are suitable for a wide range 
of ages (we have children ranging in age from 6-15 in Footsteps), with 
activities that are both fun and thought provoking. 

One of our main focuses this year has been the creation of a banner to hang 
at the front of the church. We spent many weeks during the summer term 
thinking of ideas that reflected how we feel about church, or our favourite 
Bible stories, designing individual squares and sewing our squares. These 
were then sewn on to the main banner in the shape of a cross with the 
wording ‘Walking the Way’ and ‘Fleet URC’.  

We were very proud to unveil our banner and share the thoughts and ideas 
that were behind our designs with the rest of the congregation in a Service in 
October. The children worked incredibly hard to produce their individual 
speeches and prayers for this service and were very pleased to receive 
positive feedback from many members of the congregation. Thank you for 
showing your appreciation! We were also pleased that an image of our 
banner appeared on the 2018 Church Christmas Card. 

. 

Following our October service, we have returned to Roots again to continue 
our worship and shared time together on Sundays. However, the interest in 
the work of Footsteps continues. In November, the Head of Children’s and 
Youth Work for the URC, Sam Richards, stopped by to visit and to hear 
about what Footsteps are doing. She had previously met some of the 
members of Footsteps at Synod when they shared their work on the Charter 
for Children in the Church. She greatly enjoyed hearing about the work on 
the banner and especially the children’s words of explanation and the 
prayers that they had written for the service. One of her next projects is 
looking at the URC prayer handbook so she requested the prayers to use as 
examples for encouraging others in writing their own. 
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    Footsteps would like to thank all those who support what we do, those of 
you who assist on Sunday mornings, helping with ideas and cleaning up 
the mess we make, those of you who pop in and ask us what we’ve been 
up to, and those of you who simply give us a smile on our way out to our 
Sunday morning session! We welcome the chance to talk about what we’ve 
been up to, so do come in and see us or why not consider becoming a 
helper (no experience necessary!) 

Grace Bagshaw 

 

Sunday Lunches 
 
We had four Church Lunches last year and we met on the second Sunday 
of March, June, September and for our special Christmas Lunch in 
December. We always enjoy a delicious meal prepared and cooked for us 
by Katie Ellis. 
 
We welcome friends from other Churches in Fleet as well as those from 
Tongham and Farnborough. 
 
It is always a great time of fellowship together and a wonderful opportunity 
of ‘Outreach’ for our Church. Our friends look forward to these occasions 
as a majority of them live alone. 
 
This year Val Cox has offered to do four extra lunches and dates for those 
will appear  on the Church News Sheet.  
We give our thanks to Katie and Val for all their hard work, and to Cynthia 
and Jill who help so willingly to prepare the tables. 
 
Margaret Kemp 

 

 

Phyllis Tuckwell Support Group 

The Fleet and District Support Group held a number of activities during the 
year.. In November the URC .hosted a Cheese and Wine Evening. 

During the year the Support Group raised a total of £21,086 in support of 
the Hospice. 

Vera Mosley 

Judy Keep 
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Church Flowers 

Again in 2018 we must thank everyone who contributed to filling the Flower 
Rota. Your contributions are very much appreciated, and it is always good to 
see a fresh colourful display of flowers for each Sunday service. As ever, 
these flowers are then passed on to members of our congregation who may 
be sick, housebound or just celebrating a particular event in their life or to a 
visiting preacher.  

We look forward to an equally full Rota this year.  In the meantime, Liz 
McClune and I continue to do most of the arranging but we would happily 
take on any new volunteers. 

 

Sandra Smith 

 

Organ notes. 

How time flies, is doesn't seem like a year since I did this. 

Once again we are supported by Nessie, Maurice, Colin, John and David. 
Things run very well until nobody can play on a certain Sunday which puts 
me into panic mode! Fortunately this doesn't happen very often but if anyone 
can play or knows of anyone who could play for us occasionally that would 
be great as we're running a tight ship. Teresa Bacon has helped us out on a 
couple of occasions, but I feel it's a bit of an ask as she has to come from 
Woking but is happy to come if she's not playing elsewhere. She says she 
loves playing our organ. 

I think the other churches are struggling so we are very lucky to have our 
regulars, a big thank you goes to them. 

 

Liz Mc Clune 

 

Morning House Group Report 

We meet on Monday Mornings at 10 a.m..  

Some members have been meeting for many years, others have joined more 

recently. This past year two of our members have passed away, Peggy 

Batchelor and Margo Cooper. We miss them both because each person 

makes a unique contribution to the group. 

Our main emphasis is on Bible Study. We use Study Books and these 

provide questions to encourage discussion. This enables any member of the 

group to lead a session if they wish. There is no pressure on anyone to take 


