8th Fleet Brownies - Annual Report 2018
We started 2018 by working on our Environment badge. This involved finding out a lot about where
our food comes from and how far it has travelled. We also found out about energy and why we
mustn’t waste it. It took 2 terms to complete the badge.
In February we celebrated World Thinking Day. We joined 8th Fleet Rainbows We had some food
tasting and made apple blossom with pink tissue paper to represent Japan. We found out about
Girlguiding in South Korea and Japan and made LED tealight holders ready for a candlelit ceremony.
We all renewed our promise.
At the end of the term Barn Owl (Jackie Cresswell) left us after 22 years with the unit. We had a
celebration feast and special guests were invited along to say goodbye.
In April Pauline Warner (Brown Owl) came to lead the unit. She invited lots of girls to join brownies
and we now have 4 groups (called sixes) with 7 brownies in each. We began the term by getting to
know each other.
We continued working on the Environment badge. As part of this we all found out about one of the
critically endangered species and made posters about it. We brought food labels into brownies and
found out how far our food has travelled before it gets to us. Some things come from an awful long
way away but we can buy lots of fresh food that is grown locally.
In May our parents were invited to join us for a meeting. Together we made wooden bird feeders
with lolly sticks. They looked good. Our parents had lots of fun. They helped us to find out facts
about why pesticides and artificial fertilisers are used on crops; how this can be useful but also how
it can be harmful.
We found out what packaging can be recycled and after following a photo trail to Fleet we visited
the recycling centre in Church Road car park to see what containers we can use for recycling. There
is also a place to recycle batteries in Sainsburys.
At home we had to find three ways to save energy and water over a week.
In June we went donutting. We had great fun whizzing down the ski slope.
During the summer term we tried out some activities from the new
programme resources. We learned how to approach dogs and we
learnt some boxing moves. We also had meeting where we made our
own special soap for removing paint from our hands. At a third
meeting we made outfits out of things we don’t need any more.
In July we held a Bring and Buy sale to raise some money for WWF. We
made posters and put them up around town. We raised £201.20 which
was enough for us to adopt four animals – a leopard, a panda, a polar
bear and a snow leopard.
To finish the summer term we cooked sausages over gas stoves and
ate them in bread buns with ketchup.

In August we went on our Brownie Holiday! We had 2 nights away at Weyside which is a brownie
holiday hall just south of Farnham. We had lovely weather and enjoyed archery, grass sledging,
pedal carting and a ropes course. We enjoyed sleeping in a big dormitory with our friends. Just
outside the building there was a trampoline and a large climbing frame.
Our brownies chose the colours for our new
unit neckers (pale blue with lemon and
violet stripes) and our unit badge.
In the autumn term we worked towards our
World Cultures and World Travellers badges.
We acted out some stories from other
cultures and learned to say hello and
goodbye and count up to ten in 4 different
languages.
We took part in the Harvest Festival at the
United Reformed Church.
Some of our girls manned our Name the Bear stall at the
United Reformed Church Craft Fair in October. We raised
£74 for Daya Sadan in India (a home for people with
mental, physical and learning disabilities). The bear was
named Fluffy and was won by one of 4th Fleet Brownies.
For bonfire night we tried to make s’mores over candles
but the candles kept blowing out. It was windy and we
even had trouble getting the sparklers to light because the
matches kept blowing out. It was frustrating but we got
there in the end.
One dark evening we went trampolining at Gravity Force. It
was great exercise. For another meeting we tried out some
science experiments.

The girls that couldn’t attend the holiday got to come on a Jurassic Park themed sleepover in
November. We painted some lovely pictures of dinosaurs and enjoyed a dinosaur hunt outside in the
dark. We saw some dinosaur eggs hatch and watched the dinosaurs grow.
In November we took part in the Fleet Remembrance Parade. The brownies looked very smart and
were proud to take part in the parade.
To finish the year, we took part in the Fleet District Carol Service. The theme was ‘The Food of
Christmas’ and we showed everyone through our sketch how to make a Christmas pudding. The
audience all laughed!

