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Fleet United Reformed Church 

“We are a community of faithful Christian people, 
working to spread the love of God to all.” 

Our Mission Statement 

MayMayMay———July 2016July 2016July 2016   
AND ANOTHER THING....   

‘Truth to tell...’ 

And the King will answer them, “This is the truth I tell you—inasmuch as 
you did it to one of the least of my little ones, you did it unto me.” 

(Matthew 25:40) 

‘One of the most vivid parables Jesus ever spoke...,’ says a Bible 
commentary.  As vivid as a flash of lightning?  Oh! yes, easily. 

I feel that in this parable Jesus is speaking to me.  I know, we could all say 
that about different Gospel quotations, and why not?  But this is different—
this is me! 

How I would love to speak to Jesus to ask Him a 
few questions.  Well, I ask, what’s stopping me?  
Come to think about it—nothing. 

“So, Lord, am I right in thinking that in return for 
anything that I can give I am to expect no 
thanks; no acknowledgement; no commitments; 
no gifts; no time; no thought; nothing 
whatsoever?” 

His reply: “That’s right, Eric.  You’ve had the satisfaction of responding, 
and you still have those rich and fruitful memories of having helped.  They 
are all yours, and no one can ever take them from you.  Your cup runneth 
over.” 

That’s why I love the parable in Mathew 25:40.  I see it as an invitation in 
which Jesus is saying to me, “Come on in, join us.  We need you.”  
Moreover I believe that the message is saying that all the help I can give 
amounts to giving to Jesus himself.  Invitations like that are rare. 

Eric Perry 

(In the last edition of ‘In Touch’ our Minister wrote, “We all hold on to a 
story or verse that means something special to us.  What is yours?”) 
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Pause for Thought: 

‘When you talk, you only repeat what you already know; but if you 
listen you may learn something.’ 

Amish School Proverb 



 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10 am:  Family Worship 
Holy Communion usually on third Sunday of month 

First Sunday only: 6.30 pm Holy Communion 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes & Loaves and Fishes:   Sundays, 10 am (term time only) 

House Group:   Mondays, 10 am (at 35 Frere Ave) 

Prayer Group:   1st Monday of month, 12 noon 

Bible Study:    2nd Monday of month, 2 pm 

Pilots:     Tuesdays, 4-5 pm (term time only) 

Coffee Morning:   Thursdays, 10–11.30 am  

Toddlers Group:   Fridays, 10 am 

Under the umbrella of the United Reformed Church, Brownie and  
Rainbow Units meet each week during school term. 

Up to date details of all the above activities are available from the  
Church Office, from the Church Secretary, or on our website. 

@FleetURC 

Kings Road, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 3AF 

tel: 01252 623629 (ansaphone) 
email:  admin@fleeturc.org.uk 

web: www.fleet.urc.org.uk 

FLEET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

Minister:  Revd Ruth Dillon, 01252 625238 
   revrdillon@btinternet.com 

Secretary:  Moray Henderson, 01252 659569 
   moray.henderson@ntlworld.com 

Assistant  Margaret Armes, 01252 650994 
Administrator: b.armes@ntlworld.com 

Treasurer:  John Gibbons, 01252 614200 
   jmgibbons@hotmail.com 

Hall Bookings: Brian Armes, 01252 650994 
   b.armes@ntlworld.com 

www.facebook.com/fleeturc 

FROM THE MANSE   

Dear Friends 

Spring is finally here!  The Easter eggs have all been 
eaten, and the gardeners are out tidying the gardens 
and planting new growth. 

I love spring for it gives me renewed hope every 
year.  When the cold winter chills surround me, I 
close my eyes and imagine the green shoots 
piercing the soil to find their light source. 

A few months ago I gave some plant pots filled with 
soil and bulbs for Christmas presents.  At the time the recipients just looked 
and said, “Lovely”.  All I could say was, “Wait till Spring”.  Sure enough, a 
few weeks ago the bulbs broke through, and now each pot has brought 
renewed hope to a world desperately in need of it. 

As we leave the Easter promise of new life behind us, we look towards the 
celebration of Pentecost, a time when the church springs to life with the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit.  At this time of year we also remember those in desperate 
need throughout the world and, alongside other ecumenical partners, we join 
together with them in celebrating the world of Christian Aid. 

It could be that we support Christian Aid by collecting, attending the Plant 
and Cake Sale at All Saints, or by raising money in our own way.  However 
Christian Aid also provides unique gifts for us to buy that will provide hope to 
people in great need. 

How about considering planting a tree, or buying bees, or gardening 
equipment for a community project in India?   

Shoots don’t need to be of the British bulb variety.  Shoots can come 
through sowing seeds of hope in communities that are desperate to hear 
the message of restoration and renewal.   

If you have never considered buying a gift from Christian Aid, or any other 
Aid agency, then please think about it.  You may never see the look of 
Hope in the eyes of a farmer, wife or child, but God is witness to that gift, 
and God delights in the giver and the receiver, through the encouragement 
of the Holy Spirit. 

‘Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,  
coming down from the God of lights, with whom there is  

no variation or shadow due to change.’    

(James 1:17) 

Every blessing 

Ruth 

(https://www.presentaid.org is the charity gift website that supports the work 
of Christian Aid.) 
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NOTICE BOARD 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUP 

The Prayer Group dates for May, 
June and July are as follows  
(1st Monday of the month) 

Monday, 2nd May  
Monday, 6th June 

Monday, 4th July 

We meet in the vestry at 12 noon. 

All are welcome. 

‘REEL ISSUES’ 

There will be no further 
Film Club.  Thank you to 

all who came and 
reflected on  

‘Where is God in Film?’ 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

The monthly 
Bible Study in 
the vestry will 

continue on the 

 2nd Monday of 

the month at 2 pm: 

 Monday, 9th May  
Monday, 13th May 

Monday, 18th July (3rd Monday) 

ANNUAL LEAVE 

Ruth, our Minister, will be on 
Annual Leave from  

Wednesday 23rd May to 

Saturday 4th June 

MINISTERS SPRING SCHOOL 

& GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Ruth will be attending  
Ministers’ Spring School  

from 16th—19th May 
and General Assembly  

from 8th—11th July 

THURSDAY COFFEE MORNING 

The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations will be marked at  

our Thursday coffee morning on 9th June. 

Please come—and be prepared to sing songs, or ‘do a turn’! 

PRAYER WORKSHOP AT FARNHAM URC 

On Sunday 8th May at 4 pm, Ruth will be holding a 
prayer workshop at Farnham URC.  This will be  

followed by a reflective evening service. 

All are welcome. 

ANNA CHAPLAINCY 

In April people interested in ‘Anna Chaplaincy’ gathered at Fleet URC. 

There were ecumenical representatives from the 
following churches: 

Fleet Methodist, All Saints, Church on the Heath,  
St Philip & St James, Fleet URC; plus Will Parker 
from Churches Together. 

The meeting followed on from Debbie Thrower’s visit 
to Fleet in January, when she discussed ‘The Gift of 

Years’: Resourcing the spiritual journey of older people.’ 

The meeting was very constructive and informative and, under God’s 
guidance, we have taken our first step.  If you would like to volunteer for 
Anna Chaplaincy, then please come to our next meeting, or look at the 
website link below. 

Please pray for the group, that a coordinator may come forward, and that 
other volunteers may feel they can give some time.  

Next meeting: Thursday, 16th June, 10.30 am at Fleet URC 

http://www.thegiftofyears.org.uk/ 

Ruth  

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 

We have listened to the story of the first 
Holy Week and Easter, and now we have 
an opportunity to walk down the Mount of 
Olives to Gethsemane; to walk up to 
Caiaphas’ house, through the ancient 
streets of Jerusalem, to the place where 
Jesus was crucified and buried, to the 
place of resurrection; to the Pool of 
Bethesda; to Nazareth, Capernaum, Cana—and to sail on the Sea of 
Galilee.  We shall also visit Qumran and the Dead Sea, Jericho, the River 
Jordan, and so much more—and when people have experienced all this 
they say that their lives, faith and worship will never be the same again. 

The opportunity comes in a Pilgrimage led by Stephen Thornton from 21st 
to 30th March 2017—when we shall also explore the present situation  
between Israel and Palestine. 

If you would like to have a brochure, want to know more, or have questions,  
please contact me on 01252 409494, or email: smthornton@ntlworld.com. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Stephen Thornton 



 

 

It was lovely to share Ruth’s Tenebrae service with Melvin and Mahima.  
They said it was a very different service from usual: very peaceful. 

Easter Sunday saw the children handing out glow-sticks with a message 
attached.  Thank you, Thomas and Alice, for helping with this task.  Revd 
Iain Stewart, who took the service, invited us all to snap them when he said 
the words, “Jesus is the Light of our World.” 

The ‘young people’ time was also different: both 
groups met in the hall for a fun ‘messy’ session.  Egg 
rolling, crafts, puzzles, origami rabbits, and of course 
a special Easter Egg hunt.  This was followed by our 
Easter prayer. 

For the next few months we will be working on a 
project which we hope you will enjoy when we unveil it 
in September. 

It is a shame to cloud all this fun with the sad news 
that Bee will be leaving Loaves and Fishes after 
many, many years working with the children of this 
church.  I will always remember Bee for her 
dedication, fun, and love for the children.  We will all 
miss her. 

Darrell Henderson 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUPS 

PILOTS 

Our Pilots Group are going ‘Quackers’! 

We’ve bought goats, chickens and cows for Christian Aid Projects in the 
past.  This year we would like to buy a badling of ducks, together with duck 
feed, for families in Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh is one of the wettest 
places on our planet.  Flooding, 
caused by climate change, is 
destroying land and crops.  Duck 
farming is a new type of farming 
introduced by Christian Aid and 
partner agencies to counter the 
effects of climate change.  Ducks 
enjoy the wet weather and can 
survive floods.  Not only can farmers 
gain valuable income by selling their eggs but, by eating insects and 
leaving droppings, ducks counter the need for insecticides and fertilisers. 

Please help us by donating coins of any denomination towards our project.  
£60 will help one family work towards becoming self sufficient. 

Thank you in advance.  You never ‘duck’ your support for us! 

Bee Griffiths, Pilots Captain 

LOAVES AND FISHES 

We had fun in the weeks leading up to Easter. 

We thought about Jesus when he was rejected from Nazareth after 
preaching in the synagogue.  How the crowd surrounded him and tried to 
push him off the cliff.  But he walked straight through them unhurt.  What 

would we have done if we had 
been in that crowd?  What is it like 
to swim against the tide? 

Palm Sunday saw our Group in a 
little drama about a curious group 
of donkeys watching a modern 
day Palm Sunday re-enaction.  
The young people read very well, 
and we hope that everyone 
enjoyed it.  As they said, “If a 
humble donkey can carry Christ, 
look how much more YOU can do!” 



 

 

My French Adventure (continued*) 

Two years ago Bee and I had the lucky opportunity to experience our first 
‘Le Weekend’, then held in Dunkirk.  This year we again had the 
opportunity to take part, this time in Douai, and we were joined by Mary, 
Saju, Melvin and Mahima from our church. 

On a sunny Friday morning Alex Everard kindly drove Bee and myself, 
while Helen did the honours for Saju’s family; and we were off down the 
motorway to Folkestone for the Shuttle train crossing.  Thirty five minutes 
later we were in Calais and on our way to Douai, an attractive good sized 
town 1½ hours south, near the Belgium border, in what had been an 
important coal mining area.  Slag heaps were still to be seen from the road 
as we neared Douai. 

We located our host church in Douai, 
and in the hall behind the church we 
were  greeted  w i th  we lcom e 
refreshments by our French hosts, as a 
way of getting to know each other.  

Later, after an outline programme for the 
weekend, we were introduced to our 
host family and taken to our 
accommodation for the next two nights.  
Our hosts were Marie-France and her 

husband Sylvan, an orthopaedic surgeon, and they were most gracious 
and kind.  They live in a spacious three-storey terraced house, where they 
have raised their five sons, now left home.  They had prepared for us, and 
for four fellow travellers, a most glorious dinner.   

Up early and breakfasted, we headed back to church to listen to talks and 
partake in discussion groups on the topic of Exile 
(see Peter Pay’s reflections following this article).  
At midday we broke off for a lunch prepared by 
church members, after which many of us took the 
opportunity to explore the town centre.  There is a 
beautiful Belfry and Town Hall, where we 
witnessed the arrival of a wedding group.  (It is the 
law in France for all couples to be married in their 
local Town Hall.) 

After a further time of reflection in our discussion 
groups, we were taken to a Mining Museum, five 
miles out of town, for an interesting tour down a 

mine and to see the changing working 
conditions of miners over the years.  Our 
busy day was finished off by a convivial 
meal back at the church hall, followed by 
communal singing in both French and 
English. 

On Sunday morning, after breakfast, we 
said farewell to Marie-France and Sylvan, 
and headed for morning worship in Douai’s 
sister church at Lievin, half an hour out of 
town, and enjoyed an interesting service 
given in both French and English.  By now 

the weather had warmed up, and we were able to enjoy our last meal 
together with the sun glowing on us through the windows and doors. A fitting 
end, as we felt the glow of friendship within us for the good people we had met 
during our time in France.  How lucky we are to have experienced it. 

Sandra Smith 

(*Sandra wrote about her first French Adventure in the June-July 2014 
Newsletter) 
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LE WEEKEND’ : A GATHERING OF THE URC WESSEX SYNOD & 
THE UNITED PROTESTANT CHURCH OF FRANCE IN DOUAI,  

1st—3rd APRIL 2016 

Christians in Exile  

(Peter Pay’s Reflections from Le Weekend in Douai 2016) 

Having lived as an expatriate in Belgium for ten years, I now realise that it 
was a form of ‘exile’, albeit not a particularly stressful one.  Living in a 
culture other than your own, different ways, different standards, different 
rules and different values is indeed ‘exile’, whether voluntary or imposed.  
You do not even need to leave these Isles to feel a sense of ‘exile’: Welsh, 
Scots, Irish, Yorkshire are the most visible examples. 

Perhaps the greatest shock for us was when we returned home to England, 
only to discover that both our home culture and our own values had moved, 

Douai Church 

Mining Museum 

Left: Lievin Church 
Above: Enjoying Sunday lunch together 



 

 
ELOQUENCE 

In June, through England, flowers stand in our pathway. 
Like flames aspiring they shine in sun or shadow. 
Flames that blaze after rain with a heightened rapture, 
Crying aloud with the seven hues of the rainbow; 
Crying in silence their branches’ passionate gesture. 
Unwearied, they witness the seven gifts of the Spirit,  
Tiny flowerets that speak of the power and the glory. 
Tender blue of the flax flower and the speedwell, 
White is the symbol of purity, green of renewal; 
Joy o’erbrims in the vivid mauve of aubretia, 
Love entreats in the crimson heart of the rose. 

Sheila Durbin 
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‘Living Water’ 

Our worship at Mission Council focussed on John 4, 
when Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well.  In 
opening Mission Council, John Ellis preached on John 4: 
1-18.  He noted that it was a personal encounter, but that 
as the conversation developed Jesus made sure that the 
woman would be honest with him.  “We move from 
personal encounter to a reality check,” John said. 

He shared his own first personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ, at the age of nine.  “It was at that moment that, for me, Jesus 
changed from someone to talk about to someone with whom I had a living 
encounter.” 

Nearing the end of his term as Moderator, John commented on our 
diversity, the many ways our church life is shaped by the gospel, the 
remarkable fact that the same sex marriage debate, though painful, has not 
led to churches wishing to leave; but also how energy for ecumenical 
enterprise in the URC appears diminished. 

and we now felt like ‘foreigners’ in our home country.  The Biblical 
experience of the people of Israel coming home from Babylonian exile has 
loud echoes! 

Our discussions at the annual Anglo-French exchange focussed this year 
on ‘Exile’.  Very topical, as we passed by the port of Calais, where many 
migrants are seeking an new life.  Our thinking was led by Revds Michael 
Jagessar and Francois Dietz. 

One of the most insightful observations for many of us was that as 
Christians we live in a permanent state of exile.  When we became 
Christians we automatically became citizens of God’s Kingdom, the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  We seek to adopt the culture, the ways and the 
values of His Kingdom as espoused so vividly and eloquently by Jesus— 
values which in many ways are very far from those of the world we live in.  
Hence we as Christians are in effect living in a state of ‘Spiritual Exile’. 

Expatriates often gather together to preserve and celebrate their culture.  
Schools, churches, food, social gatherings all help this.  Similarly, as 
Christians we often find and need our church communities to be a refuge 
and a support during our time of ‘exile’ on this earth.  We also need to reach 
out to others who are feeling a sense of ‘exile’ and are looking for a New Life.   

We long to be ‘home’ in His Kingdom, whether here on earth or in the next 
life.  We long for a world of justice, peace and inclusion, free from abuse, 
oppression and greed.  We seek too to influence this world to adopt God’s ways. 

Peter Pay (Synod European Partner Link Coordinator) 

 
TEA AT THE ELVETHAM HOTEL 

with violinist Kai Choi 

Monday, 23rd May, 3-5 pm 

Tickets: £18 

Available from the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice shop,  
or by calling 01252 612527 

Dates for your diary: 

Sale of Plants at Cranbrook Court, Fleet, on 5th June,  
Hartley Wintney Festival on 11th June (PTH stall) 

Street Collection in Fleet on 25th June 
Dogmersfield Fete on 23rd July (PTH stall) 

Please contact me if you would like more information  
about any of the above events ~ Vera Mosley (684431) 

MISSION COUNCIL REPORT (Part 1) 

The URC Mission Council meets twice a year to discuss issues that affect 
us all.  Their most recent meeting was at Swanwick, from 9th—11th March.  
The following is the first part of Graham Hoslett’s summary report.  (The 
second part will be published in the next issue of In Touch.)  
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By engaging the woman beside the well, Jesus crossed a huge religious 
and cultural divide.  John said, “Wherever I go, people ask me how I think 
the URC is doing.  I can do no better than to answer in the words of former 
URC Moderator Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, ‘I am neither an optimist nor a 
pessimist.  Jesus Christ is risen from the dead’”. 

Mission Discipleship... 

2017 marks the centenary of the ordination of Constance Coltman, the first 
woman ordained into a mainstream British church, and also 500 years 
since Martin Luther nailed up his 95 theses to the door of the Castle 
Church, Wittenburg; and we heard further on emerging proposals for 
resourcing the church for missional discipleship. 

Training for Learning and Serving will be remodelled for a period of two 
years beginning from summer 2016.  Pioneer ministry, children and youth, 
and the Fresh Expressions movement, among others, will be included in 
the development of the resources. 

We endorsed the paper and requested the General Secretary to establish a 
steering group for the missional discipleship process. 

Authorised Elders 

At the moment Synods deploy authorised elders very 
differently—with some authorising elders for one-off 
special occasions only, whilst other Synods authorise for 
periods of up to five years.  We welcomed a report and 
recommendation from Faith & Order Committee that 
resolutions go forward to Assembly that Synods deal with 
authorised elders in a more consistent manner.  Assembly will consider a 
resolution that Synods authorise Elders of the local congregation or lay 
preachers for an initial period of between three to five years, according to 
each Synod’s judgment.  There will be consideration given to training and 
other associated matters. 

Your Mission Council representatives are the Moderator, Susan Brown, 
Rosie Martin and Graham Hoslett.  Please do contact us with any 
questions, comments or concerns—Graham Hoslett, Wessex Synod:  
http://wessexsynod.urc.org.uk; tel : 023 8067 8570 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK, 15th—21st MAY 

Collectors are urgently required to help cover 
our section of Fleet.  If you are able to help I will be 
very happy to hear from you. 

The Cake and Plant Sale will be held at Fleet 
Parish Community Centre on Saturday, 14th May.  
Contributions of both cakes and plants would be 
very much appreciated. 

The joint Christian Aid service this year will be on Sunday 15th May at 6.30 pm 
at Fleet Methodist Church.  It is always an inspiring service, so do please 
come along. 

Linda Storey (647650) 

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH 

In May 1994 Nelson Mandela was sworn in as the first 
black President of South Africa.  The year before, he 
and the then President (F W de Clerk) jointly received 
the Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts to establish 
democracy and racial harmony in their country. 

Nelson Mandela was elected President four years after 
being released from 27 years’ captivity in prison. 

Two years after his election, Nelson Mandela made a 
State visit to Britain.  In her Christmas broadcast that 
year, the Queen commented that President Mandela was an inspiration to 
many people, showing how we can all accept the facts of the past without 
bitterness, and learn to see new opportunities as being more important than 
differences and disputes of the past. 

Let us pray: 

We know, Lord, that throughout our lives 
each of us will experience problems and difficulties. 
Give us courage and strength at those times  
and prevent us from looking only at ourselves. 
Keep our vision wide so that, even in times of difficulty, 
we may still be of help to others. 
Help us not to be bitter towards people or situations, 
but empower us to take the initiative 
and break the cycle of hatred, bitterness, and evil actions. 
Help us to transform the difficulties that come our way 
into opportunities for personal growth and service to others. 

Amen 

Ruth 

AMENDMENTS TO CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Mrs Dorothy Shaw has moved to 17 King’s Place, 101-105 Fleet Road, 
Fleet, Hants, GU51 3FS 

Mrs Lorraine Wilson is now at Flat 19, St Clements Court, Meadow Road, 
Farnborough, Hants, GU14 8HP; tel 01252 904156 
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LUKE—MINING MEANING! 

Park Place Pastoral Centre, Wickham, Fareham, Hants 

10th—13th October 2016 

Led by: The Revd Stephen M Thornton  

Do come and join us.  We shall explore who Luke was, for whom he wrote 
his Gospel, for what purpose he wrote it, what his main themes are, how  

it is different from the other Gospels; and what his Gospel says  
to the life of Christians today—in the church and in the world.   

We will also do some theology in the evenings. 

Afternoons will be free, with opportunities for some lovely walks  
in the 18 acres of woodland. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

For further information and prices, please contact Alison Thompson  
on 0118 412869; email: alison.thompson.4u@btinternet.com 

FLEET AND CROOKHAM CHURCHES 

TOGETHER IN SCHOOLS: MARCH AGM  

The following is a summary of the recent FACCTS 
AGM. The full report may be found on our church 

website: http://fleet.urc.org.uk/faccts-agm-report. 

The AGM began with a time of worship, following which Schools Workers 
Julie, Janis, Luke and Jamie updated the meeting with all the different work 
they are involved in.  Thanks were expressed to them and to the directors 
and treasurer, as well as to all those who support FACCTS financially or 
through prayer. 

Various topics were raised for prayer, and the meeting broke into groups to 
pray for each topic and the opportunities and challenges each presented: 

 Easter Presentations to Year 6 of each junior school; 

 Lunchtime Clubs in junior schools, particularly that more helpers and 
leaders might come forward; 

 Christian Unions in the senior schools; 

 Open the Book Assemblies; 

 Staff Coffee Mornings, which continue to be a support and blessing to 
the staff of both senior schools; 

 Prayer Spaces, which have been so well received; 

Assemblies and Lessons: Luke and Jamie spoke about the lessons and 
assemblies in senior schools they had had the opportunity to lead.  The 
need for more volunteers was stressed, so that the work of FACCTS can 
grow and continue to respond to the opportunities presented.  Prayers 
were asked for the staff of Calthorpe Pak as they cope with the upheaval of 
the building work. 

FACCTS Directors:  Grateful thanks were given to Hannah Moore, who 
will soon be starting her curacy and has to step down from her involvement 
with FACCTS. 

The meeting welcomed two new directors: Amy Barnett and Sue Fisher.   

Finances: Greater financial support is needed, so that our valuable 
schools ministry might be maintained or able to grow.  Prayers were asked 
that more people will offer to give regular support to the work of FACCTS. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers.  They underpin all that FACCTS does 
and can do.  If you would like more details about any aspect of our work, 
then please email me.  Also, if YOU should feel God’s nudging to become 
involved in some capacity—maybe as a volunteer in one of the regular 
activities—please do contact me. 

Nicola Hamilton (622175) 

TRAINING FOR LEARNING AND SERVING 

(TLS) 

A new and exciting opportunity to learn and grow 
in Christian discipleship is to be launched 
throughout the United Reformed Church in 2018.  

In preparation there will be a phase by phase process in which TLS winds 
down some of what it offers, and new transitional opportunities will come 
into place.  The first stage in this process will be that this year (ie for the 
academic year beginning in September 2016) TLS will not enrol any new 
course members on the Foundation Course. 

One year ‘Gateway’ courses on worship, pastoral care, prayer, evangelism, 
and developing community experiences, will continue and will start as 
usual in September 2016, with a closing date for applications of 31st May.  
The Prospectus http://www.urc.org.uk/discipleship/education-and-learning/
training-for-learning-and-serving.html provides information about these 
courses and how to go about enrolling on them.  Please take a look and 
see if there is something there for you.  TLS Local Introductory Training 
Experiences (LITE) offers short courses for local use at any time and can 
be purchased through United Reformed Church Publications, http://
urcshop.co.uk/training/tls-lite-publications. 

Revd Stanley Jackson (TLS Coordinator) 



 

 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY 



 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  MAY—JULY 2016 

July 

3rd 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd Ruth Dillon,  
   followed by Church Meeting 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

4th 12 noon Monthly Prayer Group  

10th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mrs Helen Everard 

17th 10 am  Church Anniversary & Gift Day 
   Family Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

18th 2 pm  Monthly Bible Study 

20th 7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

24th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mr John Simson 

31st 10 am  Family Worship led by Mrs Thelma Roberts 

 

The next issue of In Touch will be for August—September.   
Items for inclusion should be with Christine Gibbons by Sunday 17th July

(christine.gibbons@building-bridges.co.uk). 

The dates and times of meetings and social events may change.   
Please check beforehand on the church website, www.fleet.urc.org.uk,  

or with Assistant Administrator, Margaret Armes (650994). 

May 

1st 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd Ruth Dillon,  
   followed by Church Meeting 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

2nd 12 noon Monthly Prayer Group  

8th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mr John Simson 

 4 pm   Prayer Workshop at Farnham URC, led by Revd Ruth Dillon, 
   followed by reflective evening service 

9th 2 pm  Monthly Bible Study 

15th-21st  Christian Aid Week 

15th 10 am  Family Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Iain Stewart 

 6.30 pm Joint Christian Aid Service at Fleet Methodist Church 

18th 7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

22nd 10 am  Family Worship led by Mrs Diana Middleditch 

29th  10 am  Family Worship led by Mrs Meg Nicholson 

June 

5th 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

6th 12 noon Monthly Prayer Group  

12th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mrs Meg Nicholson  

13th 2 pm  Monthly Bible Study 

16th 10.30 am ‘The Gift of Years’ Meeting 

19th 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

22nd 7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

26th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mr Sydney Shore 


