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Church link  

During our time 

there, Ruth             

undertook a bible 

study for 60 people 

and preached at the  

Sunday morning   

service (380 people) 

and then again in the 

evening service at a small newly built church (20 people). 

We met with Junior church and we gave out the friendship 

cards to the evangelists to distribute in all the areas .   

 

Conclusion  

The visit went extremely well, and we came away feeling 

that this partnership should be deepened in three ways . 

• To form a Friends of Palani Mission Group. 

• To continue to raise money for existing and new      

projects and sponsorship  

• To visit again in October 2019 

• To display the photos, information and partnership in a 

prominent place so all may pray and nurture their own 

relationship with Palani.   
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Summary of visit to  

Palani Mission,Tamil Nadu   

August 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aims of the visit   

Revd Ruth Dillon , Bee Griffiths and Gordon Griffiths  

• To deepen our relationship with Palani Mission  

• To establish projects within the mission area, in    

partnership with Revd John Abraham and the church . 

• To understand the context and challenges the church 

face.  

• To report back to Fleet URC.  



2 

Sponsorship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During our time in Palani, we met the two girls that Fleet 

URC have been sponsoring. Both will have completed their 

studies by September 2018 and have now found jobs within 

the hospitals nearby. We also met the two new girls for 

nurse training in September 2018. Sheba John, the wife of 

Revd John Abraham is a nurse tutor and has been keeping 

on eye over the two midwives and will continue to do so 

with the two nurses.  
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Emergency Fund  

 

 

We became aware of the increase pressure the church was 

experiencing, as many people in the congregations could 

not afford travel to hospital and money for anti biotics, etc. 

We decided to place the remaining money in a hardship 

fund, to be given out by the discretion of Revd John       

Abraham and the 10 evangelists.   
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Feeding project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the areas has just provided a small church building. 

Each week, food is provided for the congregation as it is    

located in an area of extreme poverty. Some money has 

been donated to enable the feeding programme to continue 

for 6 months.   
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Goat project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The idea of buying chickens was not appropriate as they are 

caught and eaten by the stray dogs, so much consideration 

was given to buying goats. Goats provide milk and last for 

about 5 years, giving kids every few months to sell or keep. 

Fleet URC have bought 6 goats, which have been given to 

three families who have particular needs.( HIV , TB and     

exclusion). Two female goats were given one 9mths and one 

3mths. One of the evangelist who is a farmer, is overseeing 

this project. The goats are located in very poor areas of the 

Mission.   
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Tailoring centre 

 

 

 

 

 

After much consideration and discussion, it was felt that this 

project would benefit the local girls who have not had the 

opportunity to complete schooling. Three sewing machines 

were bought, together with material cutting table iron and 

sewing requirements. One of the evangelists is a tailor and 

will be overseeing this project, with the assistance of         

another evangelist who is also a tailor. 

Over 5months, the 5 girls will become proficient tailors and 

then they can start to advertise their skill. Each girl will pay a 

small amount to attend the course. The money that Fleet 

URC,  provided has paid for the equipment, for tailoring    

tuition and travelling. The Palani church have provided a 

large secure room to undertake classes.  
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Clothing project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The government provide school clothes and equipment for 

all children,; however many children and youth in poor      

areas, do not have another set of clothes to buy, so they 

stay in the school clothes every day. With the assistance of 

Sheeba we purchased 60 plus outfits for boys and girls so 

they could have another set of clothes.     


