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ZIMBABWE – A family business 

 

A loan of 

just 

US$200 

from her 

village 

bank gave 

Tendani 

Masendu 

the chance 

of security and confidence for her family’s future. Like 

many in Masendu ward, Tendani is the head of the 

household, as her husband lives and works 

permanently in South Africa. With many children to 

look after, the irregular monies from her husband 

means she needs extra income.  

Through Christian Aid partner, Institute of Rural 

Technologies (IRT), Tendani trained in retailing and 

was given a loan to start a shop, selling clothes and 

other goods she bought in Botswana.  She was 

determined to make this work, so was delighted to 

expand into the shop next door and increase her 

stock. At one point, she even sold car tyres. 

 “I used the loan to start selling second hand clothes. 

With 6 children, 1 orphan and 12 grandchildren, I 

needed the money. I bought small things at first and 

resold. My brother gave me a small space where I 

could sell children’s books, salt and other things. I 

make enough money to pay for school fees and food.” 

Tendani is part of a village bank. Village banks started 

helping small businesses in 2008 with contributions 

from women. At that time, there was no money. The 

village bank started as a means of pooling money 

together for people to go to workshops. This changed 

when IRT, with funding from CA, started lending to the 

women’s groups. The system is credit union style 

money lending with the village group having 

responsibility for the fund. They were taught how to 

identify good projects and monitor progress, so when 

people come to the committee with a proposal, they 

can decide if this is a worthwhile project. If approved 

by the group, then IRT will match fund the local offer 

and give appropriate training.  

If someone defaults on a loan, they are taken to the 

traditional court. If they have not paid because their 

circumstances have changed and they are vulnerable, 

then the debt will be cancelled. If they have not paid 

because of lack of effort or they have used the money 

for other purposes, then they are asked to work off 

the amount owed in community service. 

Today, Tendani employs two people and her standard 

of living has increased. Her daughter has received 

training in marketing and booking, so it can now be 

called a family business. 

“I feel I am free in life because I can feed myself. I am 

self-sufficient. I am not going to lose sleep thinking.” 

What a wonderful testament to the work of IRT. 

BANGLADESH. 

Christian Aid, Bangladesh are seeing changing 

perceptions of aid. Aid is no longer automatically seen 

as a good thing among the general population and a 

very economically and educationally strong middle-

class group is emerging. Moreover, the rise of 

different extremist groups has created the demand for 

being more cautious. Considering this changing 

context, CA Bangladesh has shifted its focus from 

unrestricted to restricted resources.  

This year their major priorities are to strengthen 

relationships with existing donors while considering 

new possibilities with new ones. They are also 

developing networks within Bangladesh of other 

similar agencies, partners and donors in order to work 

together more effectively. New areas of development 

include innovations like ICT and involvement with 

selling markets. CA Bangladesh has been promoting, 

at a national level, ways to empower and promote 

women to take part in humanitarian responses, 

Disaster Risk Reduction initiatives, resilience work and 

participating in decision making for projects. 

Refugees 
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In the news on the 2nd September In the region of 

Cox's Bazaar, Bangladesh, Myanmar's minority 

Rohingya Muslim community are streaming through 

crossings, without being stopped. The UN now 

estimates that 58,000 refugees have made it across. 

Violence erupted in Myanmar's Rakhine state just over 

a week ago. Refugees accuse the Myanmar security 

forces and Buddhist mobs of burning their villages.  

Floods in South East Asia 

Months of persistent monsoon rains have caused 

widespread flooding in South East Asia. One third 

of Bangladesh is believed to be underwater in the 

worst flooding in a decade. Around 7.4 million people 

have been affected, although some sources give a higher 

figure. 697,000 homes have been damaged or destroyed 

in Bangladesh. Governments and aid agencies are 

working to bring clean water, food, shelter and 

medical aid to people affected as tens of thousands of 

homes, schools and hospitals have been 

destroyed. People have been evacuated from the 

worst hit areas and are living in temporary shelters. As 

the monsoon season persists, the numbers affected 

will rise. With millions at risk and in urgent need of 

shelter, food and clean water, an emergency appeal 

has been set up. Please visit 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/south-

asia-floods-appeal 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Christian Aid is supporting cross-regional work on 

climate monitoring with small farmer’s organisations. 

The initiative is led by Centro Humboldt, a partner 

based in Nicaragua. Through this work, ten partner 

organisations from the four countries are learning 

how to monitor the climate variation and gather 

information that allows them to take decisions  to 

work out an adaptation process because of climate 

change. This way small farmers are developing early 

warning systems, building seed banks, and 

incorporating climate change resistant crop varieties. 

In the case of indigenous communities, they are 

recovering native seeds.  

It is always good to hear successful stories. Partner El 

Zompopero (Shrimp Co-operative) visited by 

Commitment for Life in 2014, has achieved a 

successful advocacy campaign with the national 

government to get resources for the shrimp 

processing centre. The Government of El Salvador has 

made an important investment to build the processing 

centre. This way, it is expected the Cooperative 

improves its role in the shrimp sector and will increase 

the income of the cooperative members and the 

community. 

Climate Change Resource -Baked Alaska 

Baked Alaska was a play created by Riding Lights 

Theatre Company in 2015 to go on tour around the UK 

in the run up to the Paris Climate talks in December. 

The project was funded by the diocese of Lichfield 

who chose Christian Aid and Operation Noah to 

commission a creative production to highlight concern 

for caring for the environment. After a successful tour 

Riding Lights received positive feedback to produce a 

series of bite size film clips with discussion guides to 

use in schools and also in (church) small groups. Riding 

Lights launched an appeal to raise funds for this so 

that the resulting resource could be a free 

downloadable resource and used as widely as 

possible. Christian Aid agreed to be a partner in this 

project contributing some financial, advisory and 

promotion support. Many other organisations and 

individuals also contributed to help make it possible. It 

was officially launched at the beginning of May. This 

link goes to the main page 

 https://ridinglights.org/baked-alaska/  from which 

you can then click on  

SCHOOLS https://ridinglights.org/baked-alaska/baked-

alaska-for-schools/  

SMALL GROUPShttps://ridinglights.org/baked-

alaska/baked-alaska-for-small-groups/ 

Christian Aid’s  Big Shift campaign: Clean up our cash  

focuses on the UK’s four biggest high street banks to 

put pressure on them to disinvest from fossil fuels and 

to switch to investing in renewable energy. Here are 

the resources that will get your church involved.  It’s 

fun and easy, so get your church speaking up for a 

sustainable world! 
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