AND ANOTHER THING....
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6Truth to tell ... 0
And the King wild.l answer thnasmychdsThi s i s t N i 3
you did it to one of the | east of my I|little ones, you it unto
(Matthew 25:40)

60ne of t he mo st vivid parabl es Jesus ever
commentary. As vivid as a flash of lightning? Oh! yes, easily.

| feel that in this parable Jesus is speaking to me. | know, we could all say
that about different Gospel quotations, and why not? But this is differentd
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anything that | can give | am to expect no
thanks; no acknowledgement; no commitments;
no gifts; no time; no thought; nothing
what soever ?0

His reply: AThatdéds right, Eric. Youbve had the
and you still have those rich and fruitful memories of having helped. They
are all yours, and no one can ever take them from you. Your cup runneth
over .o

That 6s why | |l ove the parable in Mathew 25:40.
which Jesus is saying to me, ACome on in, j oi

Moreover | believe that the message is saying that all the help | can give
amounts to giving to Jesus himself. Invitations like that are rare.

Eric Perry

this is me! - —
How | would love to speak to Jesus to ask Him a 9;;_ R\ \ %d
few questions. Well, | ask, whatos N B o\
Come to think about it nothing. 3 . 2)
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iSo, Lord, am | right in thinkin t ha Sr r %
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(I'n the Il ast edition of o6ln Touchdé our Minister on to
story or verse that means something special to u

bause for Thought Fleet United Reformed Church

6When you talk, you only repeat what you eready know; but i f you

Il isten you may | earn something. d ) _ )
Amish School Proverb FT n We are a communi ty of fait
< >« working to spread the | ov

Our Mission Statement
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( FLEET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
=

-

’;]T"“' Kings Road, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 3AF
<f% tel: 01252 623629 (ansaphone)
) email: admin@fleeturc.org.uk
web: www.fleet.urc.org.uk
n www.facebook.com/fleeturc g @FleetURC

CHURCH CONTACTS

Minister: Revd Ruth Dillon , 01252 625238
revrdillon@btinternet.com

Secretary: Moray Henderson , 01252 659569
moray.henderson@ntlworld.com

Assistant Margaret Armes , 01252 650994

Administrator: b.armes@ntlworld.com

Treasurer: John Gibbons , 01252 614200

jmgibbons@hotmail.com

Hall Bookings: Brian Armes , 01252 650994
b.armes@ntlworld.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10 am: Family Worship
Holy Communion usually on third Sunday of month
First Sunday only: 6.30 pm Holy Communion

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Little Fishes & Loaves and Fishes: Sundays, 10 am (term time only)

House Group: Mondays, 10 am (at 35 Frere Ave)
Prayer Group: 1st Monday of month, 12 noon
Bible Study: 2nd Monday of month, 2 pm
Pilots: Tuesdays, 4-5 pm (term time only)
Coffee Morning: Thursdays, 101 11.30 am

Toddlers Group: Fridays, 10 am

Under the umbrella of the United Reformed Church, Brownie and
Rainbow Units meet each week during school term.

Up to date details of all the above activities are available from the
Church Office, from the Church Secretary, or on our website.

FROM THE MANSE

Dear Friends

Spring is finally here! The Easter eggs have all been
eaten, and the gardeners are out tidying the gardens
and planting new growth.

| love spring for it gives me renewed hope every
year. When the cold winter chills surround me, |
close my eyes and imagine the green shoots
piercing the soil to find their light source.

A few months ago | gave some plant pots filled with
soil and bulbs for Christmas presents. At the time the recipients just looked
and said, ALovel yo. Al l I could say w
few weeks ago the bulbs broke through, and now each pot has brought
renewed hope to a world desperately in need of it.

As we leave the Easter promise of new life behind us, we look towards the
celebration of Pentecost, a time when the church springs to life with the Gift
of the Holy Spirit. At this time of year we also remember those in desperate
need throughout the world and, alongside other ecumenical partners, we join
together with them in celebrating the world of Christian Aid.

It could be that we support Christian Aid by collecting, attending the Plant
and Cake Sale at All Saints, or by raising money in our own way. However
Christian Aid also provides unique gifts for us to buy that will provide hope to
people in great need.

How about considering planting a tree, or buying bees, or gardening
equipment for a community project in India?

Shoots donot need to be of the Britis
through sowing seeds of hope in communities that are desperate to hear
the message of restoration and renewal.

If you have never considered buying a gift from Christian Aid, or any other
Aid agency, then please think about it. You may never see the look of
Hope in the eyes of a farmer, wife or child, but God is withess to that gift,
and God delights in the giver and the receiver, through the encouragement
of the Holy Spirit.

0Every generous act of giving, with e
coming down from the God of lights, with whom there is
no variation or shadow due to |

(James 1:17)

Every blessing
Ruth

(https://www.presentaid.org is the charity gift website that supports the work
of Christian Aid.)
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ANNA CHAPLAINCY
THURSDAY COFFEE MORNING . . . .
I'n April people interested in O6Anna Ch

The Queenods 90th birthday delebrations will bfseMelek@inerfch representatives from the
@ our Thursday coffee morning on 9th June . A following churches:
o THE QUEEN'S , L it _
OOIHBIRIIDAY Pleasecomedand be prepared to sing songs Cowant. ApebtWWeiddist, All Saints, Church on the Heath,
Th Eft e st Philip & St James, Fleet URC; plus Will Parker
e ul

from Churches Together.
: The meeting followed on from
g?) \: BIBLE STUDY GROUP
\ Uf Years to Fleet in January, when she discussed 6 The Gi ft
' The monthly GSBTi%%DeY Yearso6: Resourcing the spiritual journ
NOTICE BOARD tBr:ZleeSSttl:dy'.ﬂ &> The meeting was very constructive anc
cont'\r/1 o gnvzlhe = guidance, we have taken our first step. If you would like to volunteer for
inu Anna Chaplaincy, then please come to our next meeting, or look at the
2ite O Yol website link below.

the month at 2 pm: .
b Please pray for the group, that a coordinator may come forward, and that

E * “. —_—

M“g?}g‘;?/y'lgiz ll\\/l/l?;/ other volunteers may feel they can give some time.
MONTHLY PRAYER GROUP ' o
Monday, 18th July (3rd Monday) Next meeting: Thursday, 16th June, 10.30 am at Fleet URC
The Prayer Group dates for May, http://www.thegiftofyears.org.uk/
June and July are as follows Ruth
1st Monday of th th u
(1s y O”d ay; ) ‘:Amon ) MINISTERS SPRING SCHOOL
em
oncay, 2hd \Viay & GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Monday, 6th June e
uth will be attending
Monday, 4th July Mi ni s fpring Sciivol S PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
We meet in the vestry at 12 noon . f 16thd 19th M
All are welcome Ol ay We have listened to the story of the first
' and General Assembly Holy Week and Easter, and now we have
from 8thd 11th July an opportunity to walk down the Mount of
Olives to Gethsemane; to walk up to
OREEL | SSUESDO Caiaphasbo house, t h
. ANNUAL LEAVE streets of Jerusalem, to the place where
There will be no further o . i . h
Film Club. Thank you to Ruth, our Minister, will be on Jesus was cruci |eq and buried, to the
) Annual Leave from place of resurrection; to the Pool of =
all who came and .
Wednesday 23rd May to Bethesda; to Nazareth, Capernaum, Canad and to sail on the Sea of
reflected on y y ; - ’ )
: . . Saturd B Jne Galilee. We shall also visit Qumran and the Dead Sea, Jericho, the River
6Where is Glojd i nSapidayfhdy . ;
Jordan, and so much mored and when people have experienced all this

they say that their lives, faith and worship will never be the same again.

The opportunity comes in a Pilgrimage led by Stephen Thornton from 21st
to 30th March 2017 & when we shall also explore the present situation
between Israel and Palestine.

If you would like to have a brochure, want to know more, or have questions,
please contact me on 01252 409494, or email: smthornton@ntlworld.com.

Looking forward to hearing from you,
Stephen Thornton

PRAYER WORKSHOP AT FARNHAM URC

On Sunday 8th May at 4 pm , Ruth will be holding a
prayer workshop at Farnham URC. This will be
followed by a reflective evening service.

All are welcome.
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YOUNG PEOPLEGS GROUPS

PILOTS
Our Pilots Group are going 6Quackersol!
Webve bought goat s, chickens and cows
past. This year we would like to buy a badling of ducks, together with duck
feed, for families in Bangladesh.
Bangladesh is one of the wettest
places on our planet. Flooding,
caused by climate change, is
destroying land and crops. Duck
farming is a new type of farming
introduced by Christian Aid and
partner agencies to counter the
effects of climate change. Ducks
enjoy the wet weather and can
survive floods. Not only can farmers
gain valuable income by selling their eggs but, by eating insects and
leaving droppings, ducks counter the need for insecticides and fertilisers.
Please help us by donating coins of any denomination towards our project.
£60 will help one family work towards becoming self sufficient.
Thank you in advance. You never O0duckd
Bee Griffiths, Pilots Captain
LOAVES AND FISHES
We had fun in the weeks leading up to Easter.
We thought about Jesus when he was rejected from Nazareth after
preaching in the synagogue. How the crowd surrounded him and tried to
push him off the cliff. But he walked straight through them unhurt. What
would we have done if we had
been in that crowd? What is it like
to swim against the tide?
Palm Sunday saw our Group in a
little drama about a curious group
of donkeys watching a modern
day Palm Sunday re-enaction.
The young people read very well,
and we hope that everyone
enjoyed it As they

humble donkey can carry Christ,
look how much more YOU can do!o
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It was |l ovely to share Ruthods
They said it was a very different service from usual: very peaceful.

Easter Sunday saw the children handing out glow-sticks with a message
attached. Thank you, Thomas and Alice, for helping with this task. Revd
lain Stewart, who took the service, invited us all to snap them when he said
t e rwetdan fAdds uPsr Gijse ctthse iLn gthhe of

The 6young peopl ebd ti me
groups met in the hall f o
rolling, crafts, puzzles, origami rabbits, and of course
a special Easter Egg hunt. This was followed by our
Easter prayer.

For the next few months we will be working on a
project which we hope you will enjoy when we unveil it
in September.

It is a shame to cloud all this fun with the sad news
that Bee will be leaving Loaves and Fishes after
many, many years working with the children of this
church. I will always remember Bee for her
dedication, fun, and love for the children. We will all
miss her.

Darrell Henderson

ai d,
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