
 

 

ñWe are a community of faithful Christian people, 
working to spread the love of God to all.ò 

Our Mission Statement 

Fleet United Reformed Church 
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February   

5th 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

6th 12 noon Monthly Prayer Group  

10th  7 pm  Indian Cookery Demonstration and MealðSaju Mathew 

12th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mr Paul Murphy 

13th 2 pm  Bible Study  

19th 10 am  Family Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

22nd 7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

26th  10 am  Family Worship led by Mrs Thelma Roberts 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

FEBRUARYðMARCH 2017 

March 

1st   Ash Wednesday 

3rd   Womenôs World Day of Prayer 

5th 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd Ruth Dillon, followed by  
   Church AGM & Election of Secretary, Deputy Secretary,  
   Treasurer, and Accounts Examiner + Church Meeting 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

6th 12 noon Monthly Prayer Group  

12th 10 am  Family Worship led by Revd John Whitton, followed by  
   Church Sunday lunch 

13th 2 pm  Bible Study  

19th 10 am  Family Worship & Holy Communion led by Revd Ruth Dillon 

24th 7.30 pm Church Social: Quiz Night 

26th 10 am  Family Worship led by Mr Sydney Shore 

Items for the AprilðMay issue of In Touch should be with  
Christine Gibbons by Sunday 19th March 2017  
(christine.gibbons@beech-ride.co.uk). 

Please be aware that the dates and times of meetings and social events  
may change.  You are advised to check beforehand on the church website, 

www.fleet.urc.org.uk, or with Assistant Administrator, Margaret Armes (650994). 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10 am:  Family Worship 
Holy Communion usually on third Sunday of month 
First Sunday only: 6.30 pm Holy Communion 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

óFootstepsô Young Peopleôs Group:   Sundays, 10 am (term time only) 

House Group:   Mondays, 10 am (at 35 Frere Ave) 

Prayer Group:   See page 4 for dates and times 

Bible Study:    See page 4 for dates and times 

Pilots:     Tuesdays, 4-5 pm (term time only) 

Coffee Morning:   Thursdays, 10ï11.30 am  

Toddlers Group:   Fridays, 10 am 

Under the umbrella of the United Reformed Church, Brownie and  
Rainbow Units meet each week during school term. 

Up to date details of all the above activities are available from the  
Church Office, from the Church Secretary, or on our website. 

@FleetURC 

Kings Road, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 3AF 

tel: 01252 623629 (ansaphone) 
email:  admin@fleeturc.org.uk 
web: www.fleet.urc.org.uk 

FLEET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

Minister:  Revd Ruth Dillon, 01252 625238 
   revrdillon@btinternet.com 

Secretary:  Moray Henderson, 01252 659569 
   moray.henderson@ntlworld.com 

Assistant  Margaret Armes, 01252 650994 
Administrator: b.armes@ntlworld.com 

Treasurer:  John Gibbons, 01252 614200 
   jmgibbons@hotmail.com 

Hall Bookings: Brian Armes, 01252 650994 
   b.armes@ntlworld.com 

www.facebook.com/fleeturc 

FROM THE MANSE   

Dear Friends 

Remember learning to drive?  Even though it was 
well over forty years since I took my driving test, it is 
well ingrained in my memory: the pre-test nerves, the 
stupid mistakes, the mastering of a new skill, and 
then the delight of removing the L plates and being a 
fully-fledged (new) driver. 

Learning is part of the Christian way too.  The tests 
are there along the way, but it is a lifetime exercise.  
We do not drop our Christian L plates.  We remain 
learners for life, disciples, followers or pupils of 

Jesus, learning from our successes and mistakes, from the teaching and 
example of others, and the discovery of our own gifts and talents. 

Two key elements of learning are: 

Listening (for Christians this means listening to the words of the Bible 
on the one hand, and to each other and to the world on the other).  Christian 
theologian Karl Barth states that we should ótake our Bible and take our 
newspaper and read both.  But interpret newspapers from our Bible.ô 

Practice (trying things out, putting into practice the teaching of Jesus, 
turning words into action). 

Lent begins on Wednesday 1st March, a time in the churchôs life when we 
focus on discipleship as we move towards the great Easter celebration. 

Itôs a time not just to give something up, but to learn new things too.  In 2017 
we at Fleet URC will be exploring ten areas of discipleship, called óHoly 
Habitsô.  (For more information see page 4). It is hoped that you may feel 
called to explore one or more of these areas in a deeper sense. 

During Lent our Sunday worship will be exploring what we believe about 
God.  In a world where for many people God seems a delusion, we turn to 
some key stories in the Bible that picture God as real and living, as creative 
and compassionate, as mysterious and wondrous, loving and true. 

Thereôs a prayer from the Iona Community that prays for óthose who need to 
forget the God they do not believe in and meet the God who believes in 
them.ô 

This is the God Jesus shows us through his story telling, his words and 
actions, his sacrifice on a cross and victory over death, his presence here 
and now.  He is the good Saviour; he is also the great Teacher, pointing us 
in the right direction and enabling us to truly live life. 

So wherever we are on the Christian journey, letôs remain learners, listening 
and practising, growing in confidence in the One who gives and teaches us life. 

Every blessing 

Ruth
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URC DAILY DEVOTIONS ON LINE 

The URC is offering a series of daily readings and reflections by email. 

The devotionsða reflection and a short prayerðwere written by a team of 
writers from across the URC, and are for use in our own journeys of 

discipleship.  If you would like to subscribe, go to: 

http://tinyurl.com/URCDailyDevotions 

ANNUAL LEAVE 

Ruth, our Minister, will be on 
annual leave from  
9thð12th March NOTICE BOARD 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUP 

The monthly Prayer Group will 
meet on the following dates at  
12 noon in the vestry at Fleet URC 

Monday, 6th February 
Monday, 6th March 

Come and join us for 30 minutes 
of quiet meditation and prayer. 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

Each month we meet in the 
vestry to explore the Lectionary 
readings for the following 

Sunday.  The next gathering will 
be at 2 pm on: 

 Monday, 13th February 
Monday, 13th March 

¶ Service 

¶ Eating together 

¶ Gladness and generosity 

¶ Worship 

¶ Making of disciples 

¶ Biblical teaching 

¶ Fellowship 

¶ Breaking of bread 

¶ Prayer 

¶ Giving 

HOLY HABITS 2017 

In one Sunday morning service a month we 
shall be exploring ten areas of Holy Habits.  This 
will normally be on the first Sunday of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

These ten areas will assist us in deepening our discipleship, and hopefully 
give us confidence to talk about our faith and understand what it means  

to be a follower of Christ. 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

New Members 

It was a wonderful start to 
2017 when six of our 
congregation were received 
into membership during 
morning service on 15th 
January. 

(From left to right) Carol 
Rayner, Grace Easton, Pauline 
Porter, Pam and Steve Lucas, 
and Chris Porter were all 
welcomed by our Minister 
Ruth.  In the same service 
Meg Nicholson, Liz McClune and Nicola Hamilton were inducted into the 
eldership for a further three years. 

Baptisms 

We were also delighted 
to have two baptismal 
services during Advent.  
On 4th December proud 
parents Isabel and 
Simon Daniel brought 
their baby daughter, Ava 
Isabella to be baptised.  
It was lovely to see so 
many of their friends and 

family members come to support her on her special day. 

Two weeks later we welcomed Christine Webb and Charl Hermanson who 
brought their baby son, 
Jake Peter Hermanson, for 
baptism.  Jake was also 
supported by many of his 
family and friends. 

It was wonderful to see our 
church full to overflowing 
on both occasions. 

Our Minister, Ruth, 
conducted both baptismal 
services. 



 

 

YOUNG PEOPLEôS GROUPS 

Footsteps 

During Advent we worked together to make a Christmas story bunting and 
on our last meeting before Christmas we carried it in to church to share 
with the congregation.   

After our Christmas break it was great to meet up again in the New Year 
and discover the exciting things everyone had done over the holiday period. 

A New Year brings new beginnings, and in our sessions on Sundays we 
are exploring a new and different way of organising our group to make sure 
that the needs of all the different ages are fully met. 

Margaret Armes 
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Pilots 

On Saturday 7th January we travelled to óOld Arabiaô (St 
Philip & St Jamesô Church Hall), where we watched the 
traditional tale of óAli Baba and the Forty Thievesô.  It was 
this yearôs pantomime production performed by our Parish 
youth.  The show included all the usual elements of 
pantomimeðlaughter, song, fun, excitementðand the 
special appearance of a full-sized camel! 

Profits from this show will be sent to local childrenôs charitiesð
Naomi House & Jacksplace, and the Sebastian Trust. 

Bee Griffiths 
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LENT: WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT? 

Lent is the period of 40 days which comes 
before Easter in the Christian calendar.  
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a 
season of reflection and preparation before 
the celebrations of Easter.  By observing 
the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate 
Jesus Christôs sacrifice and withdrawal into 

the desert for 40 days.  Lent is marked by fasting, from both food and 
activities. 

Whereas Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after his death on the 
cross, Lent recalls the events leading up to and including Jesusô crucifixion 
by Rome.  This is believed to have taken place in Roman occupied 
Jerusalem. 

The  Christian churches that observe Lent in the 21st century (and not all 
do significantly) use it as a time for prayer and penitence.  Only a small 
number of people today fast for the whole of Lent, although some maintain 
the practice on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  It is more common 
these days for believers to surrender a particular vice, such as favourite 
foods, or smoking.  Whatever the sacrifice, it is a reflection of Jesusô 
deprivation in the wilderness and a test of self-discipline. 

Why 40 days? 

Forty is a significant number in Jewish-Christian scripture: 

¶ In Genesis, the flood which destroyed the earth was brought about by 
40 days and nights of rain. 

¶ The Hebrews spent 40 years in the wilderness before reaching the land 
promised to them by God. 

¶ Moses fasted for 40 years before receiving the Ten Commandments on 
Mount Sinai. 

¶ Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the 
wilderness in preparation for his ministry. 

Most Christians regard Jesusô time in the 
wilderness as the key event for the duration 
of Lent. 

East and West 

Both the Eastern and Western churches 
observe Lent, but they count the 40 days 
differently. 

The Western Church excludes Sundays (which is celebrated as the day of 
Christôs resurrection), whereas the Eastern Church includes them. 

The churches also start Lent on different days.  Western churches start 
Lent on the seventh Wednesday before Easter Day (called Ash 
Wednesday); Eastern churches start Lent on the Monday of the seventh 

New Babies 

Two of our church families, Darrell & Moray Henderson and Jo & Eric Perry, 
are celebrating the safe arrivals of new grandchildren: 

Baby Fleur Lilian Henderson was born on 16th January weighing 7lb 2 oz, a 
daughter for James and Michelle. 

Baby Alfred James Collins, 8 lb 5 oz, was born 
on 25th January to Jo and Ericôs daughter Fran 
and her husband 
Sean, a brother for 
Poppy. 

What lovely newsð
congratulations, 
love and very best 
wishes to the proud 
grandparents and 
their families! 

(left) Fleur with 
Moray, and  
(right) baby Alfred 


